
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Homework Tasks. 

Unit 1: English Across Time. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the course of the unit you will be set two homework tasks per week by your English 

teacher: 

• One task will be a shorter literacy or spelling based task. 

 • One task will be a skill-based task from this booklet linked to the topic you are studying.  

At the end of this unit you will be produce a piece of Descriptive Writing as part of your 

assessment. 

 

Failure to complete your homework may result in the loss of your free time in school. 

If you are having difficulties with your homework or are aware that you can’t meet the deadline 

you MUST see your teacher to explain this to them BEFORE the lesson. 

Additional support is also available but you will need to inform your teacher so that they can 

arrange a suitable time for this to take place. 



Homework 1: Changes. 

We have been looking at things which have changed in our English lessons this week. 

Synonyms can be used in our writing to change it and make things more interesting and 

descriptive. 

Look at the difference that the synonyms make to the example below: 

The room where I found myself was thick with dust, smelly and empty of all furniture. Spiders had 

raised great stretchings of their web about the fireplace. I made my way quickly to the hall, pushed 

open the door of the room where the box was and stopped on the threshold. It was a dark morning 

and the weather had marked the windows with blears of grey wash which kept the brightest part of 

the weak light from coming in.  

The room where I found myself was thick with dust, musty and empty of all furniture. Spiders had 

erected great stretchings of their web about the fireplace. I made my way quickly to the hall, threw 

open the door of the room where the box was and paused on the threshold. It was a dark morning 

and the weather had stained the windows with blears of grey wash which kept the brightest part of 

the weak light from coming in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 1: 

List 5 interesting synonyms which can be used instead of: 

- Cold 

- Hungry 

- Good 

- Bad 

- Happy 

- Sad 

TASK 2: 

Use effective synonyms to improve the following sentences: 

1. The dog chewed on the big stick as it lay on the grass. 

2. The small child cried in the bright lights of the supermarket because he wanted the rocket. 

3. The old lady sat at the cold bus stop in the heavy rain. 

4. The crowed clapped and shouted as the footballer scored a good goal. 

5. The pizza was lovely. 

TASK 3: 

Improve the piece of writing below by using synonyms to change some of the words for more 

effective ones. 

(Highlight the words you have changed.) 

John walked across the kitchen to the unit. He opened the old cupboard. He retrieved a old tin of 

baked beans. He looked at the peeling label and looked at the expiry date. He found out that they 

went out of date in June. He thought for a moment, then decided to risk it.  

 

 



Homework 2: A Hero 

We have begun studying Beowulf this week and we be thinking carefully about the way in 

which Grendel is described and the words the writer has used.  

But what about our hero? What about Beowulf? 

 

TASK 1: 

Create a spider diagram of different adjectives which might be used to describe a hero. 

Can you add 5 kennings to your spider diagram which could be used to present a hero? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 2: 

Using what you have learnt about the story and using the kennings and adjectives you have 

gathered write 2 paragraphs describing Beowulf. 

IDEA TO HELP YOU BEGIN: Perhaps you were standing in the mead hall with Hrothgar 

when Beowulf arrives with his friends? 

 

TASK 3: 

Look at the paragraph which you have written to describe Beowulf. 

Can you improve your writing by adding Expanded noun phrases to your piece? 

Add these in and highlight them so that they stand out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Hero 

Can’t remember what a 

noun phrase is? 

This silly song might help. 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=UFJP1FNUEV

Y 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFJP1FNUEVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFJP1FNUEVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFJP1FNUEVY


Homework 3: News Reports. 

Find the Facts. 

 

TASK 1:  

What is the difference between a Fact and an Opinion. 

Can you list 3 facts and 3 opinions from the newspaper article? 

 

TASK 2: 

Look through the article and list the adjectives and descriptive features used to describe the 
sharks? 

What impression do they give us of sharks? 

 

TASK 3:  

Read over the article carefully.  

How does Nigel Pickering feel about sharks and diving? 

Explain how you know this by using parts of the text to help you to support your ideas. 



 

Homework 4: Characters 

We will be looking at characters and how they can be created this week. Similes and metaphors 
can add additional detail to a description. But other comparisons and details can have much more 
impact than an adjective if we use them carefully. Sometimes only relying on adjectives can make 

writing seem a little boring or predictable. 
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Instead of eyes being ‘green’ her eyes could be ‘the bright colour of leaves on a 

summer’s day.’ 

Instead of ‘brown hair’ he could have a ‘military buzz-cut, prickly to the touch’. 

Sometimes focusing on a specific detail rather than everything can reveal clues about 

a person: 

‘She had a habit of covering her mouth every time a giggle rises 

‘His gnarled, arthritic hands were always busy with a task’ 

These details reveal personality. 

TASK 1: 

Choose someone you know and try and write 5 sentences describing them without only usng adjectives. Use 

the tips above to help you. 

TASK 2: 

Produce one paragraph describing a person but you are only allowed to use 3 adjectives within the entire 

paragraph. 

TASK 3:  

You have also studied types of phrases in your lessons.  

Can you add in 1 example of the following to your piece? (Highlight and label them when you have finished.) 

- Verb Phrase 

- Expanded Noun Phrase 

- Adverbial Phrase. 



Homework 5: Reading Characters (Inference) 

 

“A green hunting cap squeezed the top of the fleshy balloon of a head. The green earflaps, full of 
large ears and uncut hair and the fine bristles that grew in the ears themselves, stuck out on either 
side like turn signals indicating two directions at once. Full, pursed lips protruded beneath the 
bushy black moustache and, at their corners, sank into little folds filled with disapproval and 
potato chip crumbs. In the shadow under the green visor of the cap Ignatius J. Reilly’s supercilious 
blue and yellow eyes looked down upon the other people waiting under the clock at the D.H. 
Holmes department store, studying the crowd of people for signs of bad taste in dress. Several of 
the outfits, Ignatius noticed, were new enough and expensive enough to be properly considered 
offenses against taste and decency. Possession of anything new or expensive only reflected a 
person’s lack of theology and geometry; it could even cast doubts upon one’s soul.” 

 

“My brother Ben’s face, thought Eugene, is like a piece of slightly yellow ivory; his high white head 
is knotted fiercely by his old man’s scowl; his mouth is like a knife, his smile the flicker of light 
across a blade. His face is like a blade, and a knife, and a flicker of light: it is delicate and fierce, 
and scowls beautifully forever, and when he fastens his hard white fingers and his scowling eyes 
upon a thing he wants to fix, he sniffs with sharp and private concentration through his long, 
pointed nose…his hair shines like that of a young boy—it is crinkled and crisp as lettuce.’ 

 

TASK 1: 

Look through the two descriptions and write down at least one example of the following: 

- Simile 
- Metaphor 
- Adjective 
- Expanded noun phrase 
- Adverbs 
- Alliteration 

 

TASK 2: 

 Now look at the first description: 

What do you think this person is like? Explain your answer using evidence from the extract to prove 
your ideas. 

 

TASK 3: 

Now look at the second description: 

What do you think Eugene thinks of his brother? What kind of person do you think his brother is and 
why do parts of the description make you feel this way? 

 

CHALLENGE TASK: Try to choose some specific words to help you to explain your ideas. 

 



Homework 6: Creating Tension with Structure. 

TASK 1 

Do you think that the paragraphs below are using a variety of sentences? 

Write down the paragraphs which you feel ARE using a variety of sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 2:  

Which of the paragraphs do you feel is the most effective?  

How do different types of sentences help the writer to achieve this?  

Explain your opinion as best as you can. 

 

TASK 3 

Look at these sentences on the next page. Use them to create a suspenseful paragraph. (Put them 

in the order that you feel creates the most tension and suspense.) 

 

 

 

 

 

I was walking down the street and it was very long. Slowly, I approached 

my destination and soon I had arrived. 

Slowly, I walked. There was just the sound of my footsteps on the cold, 

hard ground. There was the crack of a great sound behind me. I stopped 

and turned… 

It was quite a quiet day and I was feeling odd, because I was sure I was 

being followed by someone. Anyway, later on in the day I was sure I saw 

someone and yes, they were following me… 

There it was, out of the corner of my eye. I was being followed. I hadn’t 

been sure at first, but the scraping of a shoe behind me caught my ear. 

Should I stop? My heart pounded. Slowly and uncertainly, I turned… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHALLENGE FOR THE BRAVE: 

Create your own paragraph using 3 of the following sentences within it to create suspense and 

fear. You will need to use your own writing skills from this unit to finish it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Suddenly, the door closed. 

There was a silence that seemed to fill the room and would not go away. 

A shadow crouched in the corner, lurking and waiting. 

The shadow moved. A light flickered. 

There was a loud, piercing scream, the kind that would make your skin crawl. 

They tried the door again; it was locked. 

They were so quiet and so scared that they could feel the thumping of their heart. 

The shadow moved so quickly and so silently that they never stood a chance. 

Panicking, they realised they were trapped inside. 

Suddenly, the door opened. 

There was some movement ahead, barely a flicker. 

I tensed and waited. 

It felt like I was alone, but I knew I was wrong. 

Bang! 
Crash! 



Homework 7 and 8 : Preparing for an Assessment. 

REVISION TASKS. 

- You will be sitting your end of unit assessment either this week or next week. 

- You will not be allowed any books or notes in this assessment. 

- You will need to use all of the knowledge you have gained this half term to produce a 

piece of descriptive writing. 

 

You must complete 2 of these tasks per week as part of your homework to aid you with your 

revision. 

 

Look back through your books and 
make a note of the different types of 
phrases which can be used to describe. 
 Create a spider diagram with 
examples. 

List 10 things which are 
effective when describing and 
create flashcards to help you to 
remember them. 
 
On your flashcard include the 
name of the method, an image 
to represent it and an example. 

Are you confident with using semi-
colons and colons in your writing? 
If not visit this page and try to 
perfect your skills using this fun 
activity: 
https://mrnussbaum.com/the-
semicolon-wars-the-fight-for-
punctuation-island-online-game  

AFORESTRY helps us to remember key 
ingredients for a persuasive or non-
fiction piece. 
 
Can you make up your own mnemonic 
to help you to remember the 
ingredients for a piece of descriptive 
writing? 
 
Look back in your book and make a list 
of the most effective features that you 
want to remember. 

Find an interesting image and 
surround/ list adjectives, similes 
and metaphors which could be 
used to describe it. 
 
Then write one detailed and 
engaging paragraph linked to 
the picture. 

Find an interesting article, or 
choose 2 pages in a book you are 
reading. 
 
See if you can locate and identify 8 
effective features used by the 
writer to describe. 

Choose a person that you know and 
write a character description of this 
person. 
 
Highlight and label: 
Similes 
Metaphors 
Personification 
 
That you have used in your piece. 

Look back through your book 
and make a list of spellings 
which have caught you out this 
half term. 
 
Write them all out in a list and 
aim to write 2 sentences for 
each word. 
 
Don’t forget to keep an eye on 
the spellings. 

Look back in your exercise books 
and find your article task which 
you completed earlier in the unit. 
Rewrite this task with 
improvements using all the 
knowledge that you have gained 
since completing it. 
 
Highlight the changes that you 
have made. 
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