
Learn it! Link it!  
Curriculum theme: The Ancient Maya Civilisation 

Key Vocabulary 

civilisation, Mesoamerica, Tikal, Chichen Itza, pyramids, temple, stelae, ballcourt, Pre-classic, Classic, Post-classic, 
Colonial, hierarchy, warrior, priest, artisan, merchant, slave, agriculture, astronomy, architecture, infrastructure, 

trade, polytheistic, pantheon, festival, rituals, ceremony, sacrifice, bloodletting, underworld, mythology, 
hieroglyphs, Popol Vuh, The Hero Twins, codices, Pok-a-Tok, decline, drought 

Facts… 
• The Ancient Maya civilisation lasted began in 1800BC. They were conquered by Spanish invaders in the 1500’s.   

Timeline of The Ancient Maya Civilisation  
 
 

 

• The ‘Maya’ is the correct way to refer to this civilisation. ‘Mayan’ is only used when talking about their language. 

• The Maya is not one place or city of people. It is made up of many different groups of people from the region of Mesoamerica; 

there are 31 different Mayan languages. 

• The Ancient Maya lived in city-states, with individual rulers. 

• The Ancient Maya built impressive temples and pyramids, with intricate statues and inscriptions carved in stone. 

• During the Classic Period (known as the golden age) the city-state of Tikal reached a population of up to 100,000.  

• Priests were among the most important people in Maya society, because they could talk to the gods.  

• The Maya has a rich mythology, which they wrote down in hieroglyphs, in folded books called codices.  

• The Maya practiced religious rituals including human sacrifice and blood-letting.  

• The Maya was also a highly sophisticated society. They excelled in astronomy, agriculture, mathematics and art.  

• Descendants of the Maya still live in the same region of Mesoamerica today, and 

share some of the same beliefs and culture as their ancestors.  

 

Concepts/threads: 
Settlement – Where and when did the Ancient Maya settle? 
How did they develop into a strong civilisation?  
What traces of their civilisation have they left behind? 
How do we know about life in Ancient Maya? 
What led to the decline of the Maya civilisation?  
 
Society – What was life like in Ancient Maya?  
What were the achievements of the Ancient Maya? 
 
Power and Democracy – What is a hierarchy?  
Who held the power in Ancient Maya?  
Why were the priests so important in Ancient Maya? 
 
Beliefs – What did the Ancient Maya believe and how did this affect 
their daily life? 
Why religious rituals were carried out by the Maya and why? 

Links to what I already know: 
✓ I have studied other ancient civilisations such as the 

Ancient Egyptians  
✓ I know that buildings and artefacts left behind can 

tell us about the lives of ancient civilisations. 
✓ I know the different countries of Central America 

Learning and teaching strategies I need…. 
Metacognition Assess the task 

How do I learn best?  
What works well for 
me? 
What will help me 
remember? 

What do I need to 
do? 
What vocabulary 
do I need? 
How can I show what I have learnt?  

Plan the approach Apply strategies 

Create a mind map 
Use timelines to 
help 
Annotate a source  
Describe or explain? 
Summarise information  
Look for evidence  

Make links and 
compare to 
what I know  
Explain what is 
significant  
Use key vocabulary  

Reflect 

•  What worked and what didn’t? How did I do? 

• What new knowledge have I learnt? What do I remember? 

• What questions do I have? 
 

 

Pre-classic Period 

1800 BC – 250 AD 

Classic Period 

250 AD – 900 AD 

Post-classic Period 

900 AD – 1500 AD 

Colonial Period 

1500 AD – 1800 AD 


