
National Curriculum Success Criteria for Primary Reading– What Declarative and Procedural knowledge will students develop throughout primary. 

 Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 and 4 Year 5 and 6 

Procedural and 
Declarative 
knowledge. 

Declarative: Pupils 
will know that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: 
Pupils will know 
that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: 
Pupils will know 
that: 

Procedural: Pupils 
will be able to: 

Declarative: Pupils 
will know that: 

Procedural: Pupils will 
be able to: 

Words and 
Sounds 

 
Will know the 44 
phonemic sounds. 
 
Know that words 
consist of sounds. 
 
Will know how to 
blend sounds 
together to form 
words. 
 
Know that some 
words – exception 
words. Do not 
always follow 
phonemic rules. 
Know some 
common exception 
words. 
 
Know that some 
phonemic sounds 
can have different 
graphemic forms. 
 
Know that endings 
can change the 
sound and meaning 
of a word and will 
know the sounds 
created by the 
following endings: 
-s,-es,-ing, - ed, -er, 
and -est. 
 
Know what a 
syllable is and how 
words can be 
broken into 
syllables. 
 
Know about words 
which appear as 
contractions and 
understand the 
meaning of the 
following and that 
the apostrophe 
presents the missing 
letters. 

 
Will be able to 
produce the 44  
phonemic 
sounds and 
know these by 
sight. 
 
Will be able to 
blend sounds 
together to 
form words 
when reading. 
 
Will be able to 
identify and 
read common 
exception 
words. 
 
Will be able to 
read words 
which contain 
endings such 
as: -s,-es,-ing,-
ed,-er, and -
est. 
 
Wile be able to 
read words 
containing 
more than one 
syllable. 
 
Will be able to 
read 
contraction 
words. 
 
Will be able to 
read books 
aloud using 
their 
developing 
phonemic 
knowledge 
which do not 
require other 
strategies. 
 
 

Should know 
and be familiar 
with all common 
graphemes  
 
Should know 
common words 
by sight. 
Eg. Shout, hand, 
stop, dream 
without needing 
to blend these 
aloud first.  
 
Know and be 
confident with 
common 
exception 
words. 
Eg. You, could, 
many, people 
 
Know how to 
breakdown and 
read words with 
more than two 
syllables. 
 
Know about 
suffixes and 
how these 
change the 
sounds of 
words. 
 
Know common 
exception 
words. 
 
Know about 
links between 
sounds and 
spellings in 
unusual words. 
 
Know about the 
ways in which 
prefixes and 
suffixes can link 
to a root word. 
 

Will be able to 
read all common 
graphemes. 
 
Will be able to 
read common 
words 
containing 
common 
graphemes 
without needing 
to blend these 
aloud. 
 
Will be able to 
read common 
exception words 
securely whilst 
developing their 
reading fluency. 
 
Will continue to 
practise 
blending and 
apply phonemic 
knowledge until 
automatic 
coding is 
developed and 
secure. 
 
Will be able to 
read accurately 
all graphemes 
taught so far  
and able to 
recognise 
alternative 
sounds for 
graphemes. 
 
Know how to 
read words of 
more than 2 
syllables. 
 
Know how to 
read words 
containing 
common 
suffixes. 

PRIMARY FOCUS 
NOW SWITCHES 
TO 
COMPREHENSION 
AT THIS STAGE 
 
Pupils will know 
and understand 
the use of 
graphemes, 
phonemes, 
common words 
and exception 
words covered in 
KS1. 
 
Will know how to 
use reading and 
decoding 
strategies to 
overcome and 
read new 
vocabulary. 
 
Have a 
knowledge of 
root words, 
prefixes and 
suffixes of the 
following from 
the years 3 and 4 
word lists. 
 
accident(ally) 
actual(ly) 
address 
answer 
appear 
arrive 
believe 
bicycle 
breath 
breathe 
build 
busy/business 
calendar 
caught 
centre 
century 
certain 
circle 

PRIMARY FOCUS 
NOW SWITCHES 
TO 
COMPREHENSION 
AT THIS STAGE 
 
Read books 
written at an age 
appropriate 
interest level. 
 
Be able to read 
these accurately 
and at speed to 
allow for 
understanding 
will less emphasis 
on decoding. 
 
Should be able to 
decode most 
words outside of 
their spoken 
vocabulary 
becoming more 
independent 
readers.  
 
Should be able to 
read aloud and 
understand the 
formation or 
words from the 
years 3 and 4 
reading lists. 
 
Be able to read 
further exception 
words. Should be 
able to identify 
relationships 
between spellings 
and sounds in 
exception words 
 
Will be 
developing their 
ability to use 
reading skills to 
identify and 
develop their 

Will know 
strategies to 
decode meaning 
and understanding 
from less common 
and unfamiliar 
words 
 
Know how to alter 
intonation and the 
impact this can 
have when 
reading a piece. 
 
Continue to 
develop their 
knowledge of a 
range of texts. 
 
Know how to use 
knowledge of root 
words prefixes 
and suffixes to 
decode and read 
words but will also 
know and be able 
to read the 
following words 
from the year 5 
and 6 glossary: 
 

accommodate 
accompany 
according 
achieve 
aggressive 
amateur ancient 
apparent 
appreciate 
attached 
available 
average 
awkward 
bargain bruise 
category 
cemetery 
committee 
communicate 
community 

Will know how to read 
aloud books written at 
an age appropriate 
level as a reasonably 
pace and with fluency. 
 
Will be able to use 
reading skills to work 
out the meanings of 
unfamiliar words and 
pronunciations. 
 
Will be able to alter 
intonation to suit the 
piece they are reading. 
 
Will be able to read 
silently and with good 
understanding. 
 
Will be able to infer the 
meanings of words. 
 
Will be able to read 
words from the year 5 
and 6 glossary and be 
confident in altering 
these and similar words 
using suffixes and 
prefixes. 
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I’m, I’ll, we’ll 
 

 Know the 
concept of a 
root word. 
 
Know what a 
prefix is and 
know what a 
suffix is. 

 
Know how to 
read common 
exception words 
and be able to 
identify unusual 
correspondences 
between the 
sounds and 
spelling within a 
word. 
 
Know how to 
read most words 
quickly and 
accurately, 
without overt 
sounding and 
blending. 
 
Be able to read 
aloud books 
matched to their 
improving 
phonic 
knowledge, 
sounding out 
unfamiliar 
words, 
automatically 
and without 
undue 
hesitation. 
 
Pupis will be 
able to use 
aspects of 
morphology ( 
prefixes) to work 
out the 
meanings of 
unknown words. 
 

complete 
consider 
continue 
decide 
describe 
different 
difficult 
disappear 
early 
earth 
eight/eighth 
enough 
exercise 
experience 
experiment 
extreme 
famous 
favourite 
February 
forward(s) 
fruit 
grammar 
group 
guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
height 
history 
imagine 
increase 
important 
interest 
island 
knowledge 
learn 
length 
library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 
natural 
naughty 
notice 
occasion(ally) 
often 
opposite 
ordinary 
particular 
peculiar 
perhaps 
popular 
position 
possess(ion) 
possible 
potatoes 

vocabulary 
through their 
studies. 
 
 

competition 
conscience* 
conscious* 
controversy 
convenience 
correspond 
criticise (critic + 
ise) curiosity 
definite 
desperate 
determined 
develop 
dictionary 
disastrous 
embarrass 
environment 
equip (–ped, –
ment) especially 
exaggerate 
excellent 
existence 
explanation 
familiar foreign 
forty frequently 
government 
guarantee 
harass hindrance 
identity 
immediate(ly) 
individual 
interfere 
interrupt 
language leisure 
lightning 
marvellous 
mischievous 
muscle 
necessary 
neighbour 
nuisance occupy 
occur 
opportunity 
parliament 
persuade 
physical 
prejudice 
privilege 
profession 
programme 
pronunciation 
queue recognise 
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pressure 
probably 
promise 
purpose 
quarter 
question 
recent 
regular 
reign 
remember 
sentence 
separate 
special 
straight 
strange 
strength 
suppose 
surprise 
therefore 
though/although 
thought 
through 
various 
weight 
woman/women 

recommend 
relevant 
restaurant 
rhyme rhythm 
sacrifice 
secretary 
shoulder 
signature 
sincere(ly) 
soldier stomach 
sufficient 
suggest symbol 
system 
temperature 
thorough twelfth 
variety 
vegetable 
vehicle yacht 

Comprehension  Will know that texts 
can be connected to 
everyday 
experiences. 
 
Will know a range of 
key stories, fairy 
stories and 
traditional tales.  
 
Begin to know 
predicable events 
and patterns within 
texts. 
 
Begin to know a 
range of rhymes 
and poems by 
heart. 
 
Know some basic 
comprehension and 
prediction skills.  
 
Know how to 
communicate 
clearly  

Should be able 
to listen to  a 
wide range of 
poetry, stories 
and non-fiction 
beyond their 
own 
capabilities. 
 
Should be able 
to link what 
they read to 
their own 
experiences 
and begin to 
make 
connections. 
 
Should be able 
to use their 
knowledge of 
key stories, fair 
stories and 
traditional 
tales to be able 
to retell events 
and discuss 
characteristics. 
 
Will be able to 
begin to 
recognise and 

Will know a 
wide range of 
contemporary 
and classic 
poetry, stories 
and non fiction 
texts.  
 
Will know a 
wider range of 
vocabulary 
gained through 
the reading of 
higher level 
texts as a whole 
class. 
 
Will know and 
increasing wider 
range of stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional tales. 
 
Be familiar with 
the difference 
between non-
fiction and 
fiction and know 
about the ways 
in which 
different non-
fiction books 

Will be able to 
recall and retell 
familiar stories 
read and 
discussed with 
them in year 1. 
 
Will be able to 
develop their 
knowledge 
through listening 
to, discussing 
and expressing 
views about a 
wide range of 
contemporary 
and classic 
poetry, stories  
and non-fiction 
at a level beyond 
their own 
independent 
readin 
capabilities. 
 
Be able to 
discuss the 
sequencing of 
books and how 
information is 
related and 
linked. 

Wil be 
encouraged to 
develop poisitve 
attitudes to 
reading and 
understanding 
and will become 
familiar with a 
widening array of 
texts 
 
Poetry 
Fiction 
Plays 
Non fiction 
Reference books 
Textbooks 
 
Know what a 
dictionary is and 
become familiar 
with using one. 
 
Continually 
develop their 
knowledge of a 
range of fiction, 
poetry plays, non-
fiction and 
reference books 
or text books. 
 

Will be able to 
identify different 
types of texts. 
 
Will be able to 
begin to locate 
words in 
dictionaries and 
use these to 
check the 
meanings of 
words they have 
read. 
 
Be able to 
recount stories, 
myths and 
legends and may 
be able to retell 
some of these 
orally. 
 
Be able to 
identify themes 
and conventions 
in a wide range of 
books. – Ie – 
triumph of good 
over evil, magical 
devices in fairy 
stories. 
 

Continue to 
develop their 
knowledge of 
what they read by 
increasing their 
knowledge of a 
wide range of 
fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction 
and reference 
books or text 
books. 
 
Pupils will know 
about different 
types of text and 
how their purpose 
and genre can 
effect the way 
they are 
structured. 
 
Know a range of 
strategies to check 
their 
understanding. 
 
Be familiar with 
figurative 
language and how 
it is used. They 
should know the 

Know and be familiar 
with and able to talk 
about a wide range of 
books, including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, 
fiction from the literary 
heritage, and books 
from other cultures and 
traditions. 
 
Pupils will be able to 
recommend books to 
their peers and be able 
to give reasons for their 
choices. 
 
Pupils will be able to 
identify a range of 
books and how these 
are structured in 
different ways 
dependant on their 
purpose. 
 
Pupils will be able to 
make comparisons in 
and across books. 
 
Pupils will be able to 
recite a range of poetry 
by heart. 
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join in with 
predictable 
phrases. 
 
Will be able to 
recite a range 
of rhymes and 
poems by 
heart. 
 
Will be able to 
discuss word 
meanings  and 
link meanings 
between 
different 
words. 
 
Will be able to 
begin to make 
predictions and 
draw 
conclusions 
about texts by: 
 
Drawing on 
vocabulary 
they already 
know or by 
using 
background 
vocabulary and 
information 
provided by a 
teacher. 
 
Checking that a 
text makes 
sense to them 
as they read 
and can correct 
inaccurate 
reading. 
 
Can discuss 
and make links 
between a title 
and events. 
 
Can make 
inferences on 
the basis on 
what is said 
and done in a 
text. 
 

can be 
structured in 
different ways. 
 
Recognise and 
know about 
simple recurring 
literary language 
in stories and 
poetry.  
 
Know 
vocabulary and 
begin to build 
on their 
vocabulary with 
more 
understanding 
of a variety of 
words. 
 
Continue to 
know a range of 
poems by heart 
, appreciating 
and reciting and 
know the 
importance of 
intonation. 
 
Develop their 
knowledge of 
vocabulary 
 
Have a basic 
knowledge of 
the concepts of 
cause and 
effect. 
 
Know what 
makes a good 
discussion to 
influence their 
own verbal 
discussions of 
texts and ideas. 

 
Be able to 
discuss the ways 
in which 
different non-
fiction texts can 
be organised. 
 
Be able to 
recognise simple 
recurring literary 
language in 
stories and 
poetry. 
 
Be able to 
discuss and 
clarify the 
meanings of 
words, linking 
new meanings to 
known 
vocabulary. 
 
Be able to 
discuss their 
favourite words 
and phrases. 
 
Be able to recite 
a range of 
poems by heart 
and with 
appropriate 
intonation to 
make meanings 
clear. 
 
Be able to 
continue to 
deduce the 
meanings of 
words using new 
vocabulary 
provided by the 
teacher and 
existing 
knowledge of 
words. 
 
Be able to use 
their 
understanding of 
a text when read 
to correct 
incorrect 
reading. 

Be familiar with 
the different 
types of structure 
found in types of 
books. 
 
Be familiar with 
the ideas of 
themes and 
conventions 
within types of 
books. 
 
Know about 
different forms of 
poetry and how 
to identify these. 
Eg. Free verse, 
narrative poetry 
 
Know strategies 
for developing 
the 
understanding of 
a text 
 
Know how to use 
evidence to 
support 
inferences. 
 
Know how to 
summarise using 
evidence within a 
text 
 
Know 
conventions of 
language, 
structure and 
presentation and 
be able to link 
these to their 
effects on 
reading. 
 
In non-fiction 
pupils should 
know how to use 
contents pages 
and indexes to 
locate 
information. 
 
 

Be able to discuss 
words and 
phrases within 
texts which they 
feel are 
interesting. 
Be able to 
recognise some 
different forms of 
poetry: 
 
Free verse 
Narrative poetry 
 
Be able to check 
that texts make 
sense through 
discussion. 
 
Be able to begin 
to examine 
context in terms 
of meanings. 
 
Be able to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding of 
a text. 
 
Be able to draw 
inferences such 
as: 
 
Character feelings 
Thoughts 
Motives from 
actions 
 
Able to justify 
inferences with 
evidence. 
 
Able to predict 
what might 
happen from 
details stated and 
implied. 
 
Able to identify 
main ideas and 
locate 
information from 
more than one 
paragraph – able 
to summaries. 
 

technical term and 
be able to discuss 
these for example: 
Metaphor 
Simile 
Analogy 
Imagery 
Style 
effect 
 
Know the 
difference 
between 
statements of fact 
and statements of 
opinion. 
 
Know that 
evidence from a 
text can be used 
to support 
viewpoints. 

 
Pupils will be able to 
prepare poems and 
plays to be read 
allowed and will be 
able to perform, 
showing understanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear. 
 
Pupils will be able to 
check for meaning and 
understanding by: 
 

- Discussing 
their 
understanding 
and the 
meanings of 
words related 
to context. 

- Asking 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

- Drawing 
inferences 
about 
characters 
from actions 
and using 
evidence to 
support 
inferences. 

- Making 
predictions 

- Summarising 
main ideas 
from across a 
text ( more 
than one 
paragraph) 

- Identifying 
how language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

 
Be able to discuss and 
evaluate how authors 
use language and 
figurative language ( 
metaphor, simile, 
analogy, imagery, style 
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Can make 
predictions 
based on what 
has been read 
so far. 
 
Use their 
knowledge of a 
text to have 
discussions and 
take turns in 
giving their 
ideas – 
listening to 
other 
interpretations. 
 
Will be able to 
explain clearly 
what has been 
read to them. 
 
Will be able to 
understand 
words they 
come across in 
their own 
reading and 
should be 
encouraged to 
add these to 
their own 
vocabulary. 
 

 
Be able to make 
inferences based 
on what is said 
and done. 
 
Be able to ask 
and answer 
questions linked 
to a text. 
 
Be able to make 
predictions 
linked to events 
which have 
occurred so far. 
 
Be able to 
consider cause 
and effect and 
how character 
actions influence 
later events. 
 
Be able to form 
their own 
discussions 
based ona text 
using modelled 
examples. 

Able to identify 
how language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 
 
Be able to 
retrieve and 
record 
information from 
non-fiction 
 
Be able to 
participate in 
group discussions 
concerning texts. 

and effect) to have an 
impact on the reader. 
 
Know how to retrieve, 
record and present 
information from non-
fiction. 
 
Be able to participate in 
discussions about 
books. 
 
Be able to explain and 
discuss their own 
inferences and 
understanding of what 
they have read. 
 
Be able to justify their 
views. 

Recall 
opportunities 

Pupils should revise and consolidate 
graphemes and common exception 
words taught in reception. 
 
Pupils should be encouraged to read 
and re-read words and practise 
blending to enable more progressive 
development of fluency. 

Pupils should continue to revise and 
consolidate phonetic knowledge 
from previous years programmes. 
 
Pupils should eb taught to read 
suffixes based on their knowledge 
of suffixes taught within writing. 
The whole suffix as well as letters 
should be taught. 
 
Pupils will develop their knowledge 
of vocabulary throughout by 
drawing on their own knowledge 
and vocabulary provided by the 
teacher.  
 
In reading puipls will continue to 
check that a text makes sense to 
them and use this to correct 
inaccurate reading. 

Reading, re-reading, and 
rehearsing poems and plays for 
presentation and performance give 
pupils opportunities to discuss 
language, including vocabulary, 
extending their interest in the 
meaning and origin of words.  
 
Pupils should be encouraged to 
use drama approaches to 
understand how to perform plays 
and poems to support their 
understanding of the meaning.  
 
These activities also provide them 
with an incentive to find out what 
expression is required, so feeding 
into comprehension. 

The skills of information retrieval that 
are taught should be applied, for 
example, in reading history, geography 
and science textbooks, and in contexts 
where pupils are genuinely motivated to 
find out information, for example, 
reading information leaflets before a 
gallery or museum visit or reading a 
theatre programme or review. Teachers 
should consider making use of any library 
services and expertise to support this 

 


