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 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Procedural 
and 
Declarative 
knowledge. 

Declarative: Pupils 
will know that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: 
Pupils will know 
that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: 
Pupils will 
know that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: Pupils 
will know that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

Declarative: Pupils 
will know that: 

Procedural: Pupils will 
be able to: 

Declarative: 
Pupils will 
know that: 

Procedural: 
Pupils will be 
able to: 

 Words and 
Spelling. 
 
(Spelling 
Lists and 
phoneme 
requirements 
can be found 
in National 
Curriculum 
Spelling 
lists.) 

Prefixes and suffixes 
can alter the 
meanings of nouns, 
adjectives and verbs. 
 

 Plurals 

 Negation 
 

Know the prefix: 
-un  
 
Know the suffix 
-s 
-ed 
-er 
-ing 
 
 
Know the alphabet 
and name the letters 
of the alphabet in 
order 
 
Know phonemes  
 
Know what a syllable 
is. 

Use prefixes 
and suffixes 
to create 
singular and 
plural words. 
 
Explain how a 
suffix or 
prefix has 
changed a 
word. 
 
Be able to 
identify 
phonemes in 
words and 
use these to 
aid spellings. 
 
Spell Year 1 
high 
frequency 
words 
 
Use syllables 
to divide 
words to aid 
spelling 

They can use 
suffixes and 
prefixes to 
create 
compound 
words and 
transform 
adjectives into 
adverbs. 
 
Examples: 
 
-ness 
-er 
-ful 
-est 
-ly 
 
Know how a 
dictionary is 
organised and 
what it is used 
for. 
 
Understand 
syllables and 
how they are 
used. 
 
 
Learn what a 
synonym is. 
 
Know alternative 
ways of spelling 
phonemes. 
 
Know what 
homophones are 
and know 
spellings of 
common 
homophones. 
(to/two,be/bee, 
blue,blew) 

Use prefixes 
and suffixes 
in the year 2 
spelling lists 
to alter 
words. 
 
Revisit and 
master 
common 
exception 
words in 
years 1 and 2. 
 
Add suffixes 
correctly to 
most words in 
their writing. 
 
Be able to 
confidently 
recite the 
alphabet and 
use this to 
look up words 
in dictionary 
using the first 
3 letters. 
 
Use syllables 
to divide 
words to aid 
spelling of 
unfamiliar 
words 
 
Use 
knowledge of 
=alphabet to 
locate 
synonyms 
using a 
thesaurus. 
 
Use 
knowledge of 
alternative 
phonemes to 
identify and 
spell these. 
 

Know how to 
spell 
commonly 
misspelt 
words from 
the year 3 
and 4 spelling 
lists. 
 
They can 
form nouns 
using a range 
of prefixes to 
indicate 
meaning: 
Auto- 
Anti- 
 
Develop 
knowledge of 
root words. 
 
Know the 
correct usage 
of ‘a’ and ‘an’ 
 
There are 
word families 
which are 
linked by 
form and 
meaning. 
 
Solve, 
solution, 
solver, 
dissolve etc… 
 
Know about 
additional 
homophones: 
their 
meanings 
and how to 
spell them. 

Use correctly 
spelt words 
from previous 
word lists 
across a range 
of writing. 
 
Create their 
own nouns 
using a range 
of prefixes 
 
Be able to use 
A and An 
correctly 
 
Be able to 
spot 
relationships 
between 
words and 
identify word 
families. 
 
Be able to 
confidently 
recite the 
alphabet and 
use this to 
look up words 
in dictionary 
using the first 
3 letters. 
 
Use 
knowledge of 
synonyms and 
alphabet to 
locate 
synonyms 
using a 
thesaurus. 
 
Be able to 
recognise and 
spell 
additional 
homophones: 
Heel/heal/he’ll 
 

Know how to spell 
commonly misspelt 
words in the year 3 
and 4 list. 
 
Know the difference 
between the plural 
‘s’ and the 
possessive ‘s’. 
 
Know standard 
English forms of 
verb inflections.  ( 
Standard English 
versus informal 
English) 
 
Know more 
examples of root 
words and develop 
knowledge of 
additional prefixes 
and suffixes: 
-ation 
-ous 
-ion 
-ian 

Be able to 
identify and 
spell words 
from year 3 
and 4 lists. 
 
Identify 
plural and 
possessive. 
 
Use plural or 
possessive s 
in own 
examples. 
 
Know how to 
use correct 
subject verb 
agreement 
when using 
singular and 
plural forms. 
 
To be able to 
use 
dictionary to 
check the 
spelling of a 
word. 
 
To be able to 
use strategies 
to identify 
root words, 
syllables and 
make own 
familiar 
words. 
 
To be able to 
recognise 
and spell a 
range of 
homophones. 
Accept 
Except etc. 
 
Be able to 
use words 
with 
additional 
prefixes and 

The spellings of 
most words from 
the 3-4 word list. 
 
Develop the ability 
to spell words from 
the Y5/6 word list. 
 
Nouns and 
adjectives can be 
changed into verbs 
using a wider range 
of suffixes. 
 
Know about the 
general rules for 
adding prefixes and 
suffixes. 
 
Know about a wider 
range of verb 
prefixes and how 
these change or add 
to the meanings of 
words: 
 
Dis- 
De- 
Mis- 
Over- 
Re- 
 
Continue to develop 
thesaurus skills. 

Demonstrate the 
correct spelling of 
words across a range 
of writing. 
 
Change nouns and 
adjectives into verbs 
using a wider range of 
suffixes. 
 
Be able to identify and 
apply a wider range of 
prefixes to words. 
 
Use a dictionary to 
check spelling and 
meaning. 
 
Be able to make 
distinctions between 
homophones and 
other words. 
 
Be able to add suffixes 
and prefixes to words 
with accuracy. 

The spellings 
of most words 
form the 5/6 
spelling lists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Know how to 
spell correctly 
a range of 
prefixes and 
suffixes across 
writing. 
 
Know the 
clear 
difference 
between 
informal and 
formal 
speech. 
 
( upgrading 
REGISTER of a 
piece) 
 
Know the 
meaning of 
the terms 
antonyms and 
synonyms and 
what is meant 
by these 
terms. 

Demonstrate 
correctly most 
words from 
the year 5/6 
spelling list 
and other lists 
across 
different 
pieces of 
writing. 
Will 
demonstrate 
correct 
spelling of a 
range of 
prefixes and 
suffixes across 
writing. 
 
Be able to 
adapt 
language to 
the 
appropriate 
informal or 
formal 
register. 
 
Be able to use 
antonyms and 
synonyms in 
their work. 
 
 
Accurately be 
able to spell a 
range of 
homophones 
and tricky 
words. 
 
 Use a 
thesaurus to 
select 
appropriate 
choices of 
synonyms. 
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Be able to 
identify and 
spell common 
homophones. 
 
 

suffixes and 
can add them 
to root 
words. 

Sentences Words can be places 
together to form 
sentences. 
 
Joining words can be 
used to join words to 
make sentences – 
Compound 
sentences. 
 

Use 
sentences to 
communicate 
simple ideas 
 
Use ‘joining 
words’ 
(conjunctions) 
to create 
compound 
and simple 
sentences.  
 
‘and’ 
 
 

Know about 
subordinating 
and co-
ordinating 
conjunctions 

- When 
- If 
- That 
- Because 
- Or 
- And 
- But 

 
Know the 
differences 
between the 
following 
sentence types 
and be able to 
identify: 
Statements 
Questions 
Commands 
Exclamations 
 
To know what 
noun phrases are 
and how they 
can used to add 
detail to 
descriptions. 

Be able to use 
subordinating 
and co-
ordinating 
conjunctions. 
 
Be able to 
identify and 
create their 
own noun 
phrases 
 
Be able to 
identify 
sentence 
types and the 
features of 
them. 

Know that 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
can be used 
in a sentence 
to indicate  
time and 
place: 
 
Eg: 
 
When  
Before 
After 
Then 
Next 
Soon 
Before 
After 
During 
 
 

Be able to use 
conjunctions, 
adverbs and 
prepositions 
within their 
own 
sentences. 
 
Be able to 
identify 
adverbs, 
prepositions 
and adverbs in 
a sentence. 

Know about noun 
phrases and the 
way they can be 
expanded by using 
modifying 
adjectives , nouns 
and prepositional 
phrases :  
Fronted Adverbial 
sentences. 
 
Adjectival Phrases 
 
(Complex 
Sentences.) 
 
Know about subject 
and verbs and how 
they constitute a 
sentence. 

Be able to 
identify and  
use 
adjectives, 
nouns and 
prepositional 
phrases to 
add detail to 
their own 
sentences. 
 
Be able to 
use 
expanded 
noun phrases 
with 
modifying 
adjectives 
and 
prepositional 
phrases. 
( The strict 
teacher with 
the curly 
hair.) 
 

Know the difference 
between formal and 
informal language. 
 
Know what a 
relative clause is 
and how these are 
used to open 
sentences. 
 
Know how adverbs 
can relate to 
degrees of 
possibility (perhaps, 
surely) and how to 
use these. 
 
Know what modal 
verbs are and how 
they can be used. 

Be able to adapt 
words and phrases to 
suit formal and 
informal styles. 
 
 
 
 
 
Be able to identify and 
use relative clauses 
 
Be able to identify and 
use adverbs and 
modal verb in 
sentences. 
 

Know how the 
passive tense 
can impact on 
the order of a 
sentence. 
 
Know how 
sentence 
arrangements 
and word 
choices can 
alter 
dependent on 
INFORMAL 
and FORMAL 
speech and 
writing. 
 
Know the 
subjunctive 
form and how 
it is used. 

Know how to 
experiment 
with word 
order in the 
passive tense. 
 
Know how to 
alter word 
choices in 
relation to 
levels of 
formality. 
 
Able to use 
expanded 
noun phrases 
to convey 
complicated 
information 
more 
concisely. 
 
 

Text - 
Composition 

How sentences can 
be put together to 
tell a story 

To begin 
using 
sentences to 
list events or 
orders of 
events. 
 
( This may 
involve oral 
composition 
first. ) 
 
Use 
sentences to 
write about 
real events, 
recording 
these simply 
and clearly. 
 

Know the 
difference 
between present 
and past tense 
 
Know what verbs 
are and how 
these can be 
changed to 
indicate present 
and past tense. 
 
 
 

Be able to 
maintain 
present or 
past tense in 
a piece of 
writing. 
 
Use the 
progressive 
forms of 
verbs  to 
indicate 
tenses and 
action. 
 
Be able to 
write simple, 
coherent 
narratives 
about 

Know about 
the present 
perfect form 
of verbs: 
 
He has gone 
out to .. 
 
He went out 
to… 
 
 
Know about 
the rules for 
paragraphs 
and their 
function 
within a 
piece of 
writing: 

Be able to use 
the present 
perfect form 
 
Be able to use 
paragraphs in 
a piece of 
writing to 
group related 
information. 
 
Be able to 
create their 
own Headings 
and 
Subheadings. 
 
Know how to 
create own 
non-narrative 

Know how 
pronouns and 
nouns can be varied 
to create interest 
and avoid repetition 
in a piece of writing. 
 
Know about 
different audiences 
and forms and how 
to begin to adapt 
writing. 
 
Begin to develop 
understanding of 
formal and 
informal. 

Know how to 
use the 
correct tense 
throughout a 
piece. 
 
Be able to 
organise 
paragraphs 
around a 
theme in an 
extended 
piece of 
writing. 
 
 
Be able to 
use and vary 
pronouns or 
nouns across 

Know a range of 
sentence openers 
and how these can 
build cohesion 
within a paragraph. 
 
Know what an 
adverbial of time is 
and how these can 
be used to link 
ideas across 
paragraphs. 
 
Continue to study 
presentational 
forms and different 
types of writing. 

Continue to be able to 
ensure correct 
subject-verb 
agreement when using 
singular and plural. 
 
Ensure correct use of 
tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 
 
Be able to use a range 
of sentence openers 
(connectives/discourse 
markers) to link ideas 
across a piece. 
 
To be able to use 
adverbials of time to 
link ideas across a 

Know how to 
link ideas 
across 
paragraphs 
using a wider 
range of 
cohesive 
devices: 
 
Repetition 
Adverbials 
 
Know what 
ellipsis is and 
how to use 
this. 
 
Know how to 
successful use 
presentational 

Be able to use 
a range of 
cohesive 
devices across 
a piece of 
writing. 
 
Be able to 
identify and 
use repetition 
and adverbials 
within a piece. 
 
To be able to 
use a range of 
organisational 
and 
presentational 
devices to 
structure text 
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 personal 
experiences 
and those of 
others (real 
or fictional) 
 

 
To group 
related 
Topics. 
 
Know what 
Headings and 
Sub headings 
are and how 
they are 
used. 
 
Some classes 
introduced to 
noun 
phrases. 

using simple 
organisational 
devices. 
 
Know how to 
write a 
narrative with 
clear 
structure, 
setting and 
plot. 
 
Be able to use 
a range of 
sentences 
with more 
than one 
clause and a 
wider range of 
conjunction 
within a 
longer piece of 
writing. 
Able to use 
noun phrases 
in some cases. 

sentences to 
aid cohesion 
and avoid 
repetition. 
 
Be able to 
select the 
appropriate 
form and 
register for 
the audience 
and purpose 
of a piece of 
writing using 
knowledge of 
standard 
English 
forms. 

piece and develop 
piece. 
 
To continue to be able 
to write non narrative 
and narrative forms 
with appropriate 
headings and sub- 
headings 
 
Be able to integrate 
dialogue into a piece 
to advance the action. 
 
 

features and 
layout devices 
to structure a 
text: 
Headings 
Subheadings 
Columns 
Bullet points 
Tables 
 

and to guide 
the reader : 
headings, 
bullet points, 
underlining. 
 
Use the 
appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary for 
audience and 
purpose with 
understanding 
that choices 
can change 
and impact on 
a writer. 
 
In narratives 
be able to 
integrate 
desciptions of 
settings and 
atmosphere 
to convey 
character and 
advance 
action. 

Planning, 
Editing and 
Redrafting 
SKILLS. 

 Use spoken language skills to 
verbalise sentences before 
writing. 

 Know how and be able to re-
read what they have written 
to ensure that it makes 
sense. 

 Be able to discuss ideas 
for writing and construct 
a simple plan. 

 Read aloud own writing 
to make intonation clear. 

 Re-read that their 
writing makes sense and 
check for punctuation 
errors. 

 Discuss and record 
ideas for writing, 
annotating plan with 
key language and 
vocabulary. 

 Read aloud own 
writing with proper 
intonation to make 
meaning clear. 

 Be able to self- assess 
the effectiveness of 
writing and proof-
read to check for 
errors in spelling and 
punctuation errors. 

Begin to assess the effectiveness of 
their writing by: 
 

 Editing to improve 
vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation. 

 Redrafting to improve the 
overall effect and clarity of 
meaning. 

Begin to assess the effectiveness of their 
writing by: 
 

 Editing to improve vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation. 

Redrafting to improve the overall effect and 
clarity of meaning. 

Demonstrate editing and 
redrafting across a range of 
work. 

Punctuation Know the names of 
the following and 
have a basic idea of 
their function: 
 
Spaces between 
words 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
 
Know that Capital 
Letters form the 
names of people, 

Be able to 
begin to use: 
 
Capital 
Letters 
Full stops 
Exclamation 
Marks  
Spaces  
 
correctly and 
to form their 

To know the 
names and 
functions of : 
 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Question marks 
Exclamation 
marks 
 
To know what 
commas are and 

To be able 
identify and 
use: 
 
Capital letters 
Full stops 
Question 
marks 
Exclamation 
marks 
 
correctly in 
their work. 

To know 
what 
inverted 
commas 
(Speech 
marks) are 
and how they 
are used in 
direct 
speech. 

Identify and 
spot inverted 
commas in a 
piece of 
writing. 
 
Be able to add 
inverted 
commas into a 
sentence or 
piece of 
writing. 

Know that commas 
and inverted 
commas can be 
used to indicate 
direct speech in a 
piece of writing. 
 
Know that 
apostrophes can 
indicate both 
singular and plural 
possession. 
 

Know how to 
use  
Capital 
letters ( for 
proper nouns 
as well as 
end of 
sentences.) 
Full stops 
Exclamation 
marks 
Question 
marks  

Know what Brackets 
and dashes are. 
 
To know how 
brackets, dashes 
and commas can be 
used to indicate 
parenthesis. 
 
That commas have 
an impact on 
meaning and know 
how to avoid 

To be able to use 
brackets, dashes and 
commas to indicate 
parenthesis in a piece 
of writing. 
 
 
To be able to use 
commas accurately to 
clarify meaning or 
avoid ambiguity.  
 

Know what 
the following 
are and how 
they can be 
used to 
indicate 
clauses in 
sentences: 
 
Semi-colon 
Colon 
Dashes 
 

Demonstrate 
ability to use 
all 
punctuation 
highlighted in 
the Y5 
section. 
 
To be able to 
identify and 
use semi-
colons, colons 
and dashes to 
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places, the days of 
the week and the 
personal pronoun ‘I’ 
 

own 
sentences. 

how they can be 
used in lists. 
 
To know what 
apostrophes are 
and how they 
can be used to 
indicate missing 
letters 
(contractions) 
and to indicate 
singular 
possession. 

 
To be able to 
add commas 
into lists and 
use them in 
lists 
 
To be able to 
spell common 
contractions 
an use 
apostrophes 
to make these 
clear in their 
writing. 

Know that when 
using fronted 
adverbials, commas 
should follow these. 

correctly 
throughout a 
piece. 
 
Be able to 
use commas 
and inverted 
commas to 
indicate 
direct 
speech. 
 
Be able to 
use 
apostrophes 
to indicate 
singular and 
plural 
possession in 
a piece. 
 
Be able to 
accurately 
use fronted 
adverbials 
and denote 
these with 
commas in 
their own 
writing. 

comma splicing and 
ambiguity through 
their use. 

(Use commas after a 
reporting 
clause/fronted 
adverbial to clarify 
meaning.) 
 
Continue to know and 
demonstrate correct 
usage of  
Capital letters ( for 
proper nouns as well 
as end of sentences.) 
Full stops 
Exclamation marks 
Question marks  
Commas in lists 
 
To use apostrophes 
accurately for 
contractions and 
possession. 
 
Correctly use inverted 
commas to correctly 
punctuate speech in a 
range of genres 
 
Develop ability to 
insert additional 
punctuation within 
inverted commas 
across a range of 
genres.  

To know that 
colons and 
semi-colons 
can be used 
within lists. 
 
To know what 
a bullet point 
is and how 
these can be 
used to list 
information. 
 
To know what 
a hyphen is 
and how it 
can be used 
to avoid 
ambiguity. 
 
‘man-eating 
shark’ 

indicate 
independent 
clauses/ 
 
To be able to 
use semi-
colons and 
colons within 
lists. 
 
 
To be able to 
use a hyphen 
correctly in a 
piece of work 
to avoid 
ambiguity. 
 
Demonstrate 
accurate 
punctuation 
of direct 
speech , 
including a 
comma after 
the reporting 
clause, 
question 
mark, ellipsise 
etc… across a 
range of 
genres. 

Terminology 
pupils should 
know at this 
stage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter 
Capital Letter 
Singular 
Plural 
Sentence 
Full Stop  
Question Mark 
Exclamation Mark 
 

Noun  
Noun Phrase 
Statement 
Question 
Exclamation 
Command 
Compound 
Adjective 
Verb 
Suffix 
Adverb 
Past and present tense 
Apostrophe 
Comma  

Root words 
Adverb 
Preposition 
Conjunction 
Word Family 
Prefix clause 
Subordinate Clause 
Direct Speech 
Consonants 
Vowels 
Inverted commas (Speech 
marks) 

Determiner 
Pronoun 
Possessive pronoun. 
Adverbial 
Standard English 

Modal Verb 
Relative Pronoun 
Relative Clause 
Parenthesis 
Bracket 
Dash 
Cohesion 
Homophones 
Ambiguity 
Synonyms 
Formal  
Informal 

Subject  
Object 
Active 
Passive 
Synonym 
Antonym 
Ellipsis 
Hyphen 
Colon  
Semi-colon 
Bullet points. 

Handwriting 
 

 Begin to form lower-case 
letters in the correct  

 direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place,  

 understand which letters 
belong to which  

 handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. 
letters that are formed  

 in similar ways)  

 Form capital letters and 
digits of the correct size,  

 orientation and 
relationship to one 
another and to  

 lower case letters. 

 Use spacing between 
words that reflects the 
size  

Use the diagonal and 
horizontal strokes to join 
letters and  
understand which letters are 
best left un-joined. 
Increase the legibility, 
consistency and quality of their  
joined handwriting: 
• Down strokes of letters are 
parallel  

Demonstrate control and maturity in 
joined handwriting style ensuring 
appropriate spacing, clear ascenders 
and descenders. 

Write legibly and fluently with joined 
handwriting with increasing speed. 

Sustain, neat, legible and joined 
handwriting across all written 
work. 
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 Form capital letters and the 
digits 0-9 

 Leave appropriate finger 
spaces between words. 

 of the letters. • Lines of writing are spaced 
sufficiently  
• ascenders and descenders of 
letters do not touch  

 


