
Carmel College Curriculum Implementation – KS4 Long Term Plan       Subject: Geography 

 Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn half 
term 1 

Sequential 
knowledge and 

skills 

The challenge of natural Hazards:  we study plate tectonics and focus on earthquakes 
focusing on the different effects and responses in HIC and LIC countries as case 
studies for the 9 mark questions but include an awareness of volcanoes and their 
hazards.  This builds on units studies at KS3 in particular plate movements, and 
earthquakes in an HIC 

The Urban World: 
We leave the human, paper 2 topics to year 11 as this paper is such more 
diverse and difficult to access.  We study 2 cities.  Lagos in Nigeria is out LIC 
city and London is our HIC city.  This half term we focus mainly on Lagos The 
format for both cities is the same – to explain their growth, location and 
importance and then to examine the opportunities and challenges these 
cities place before residents and users.  In addition they look at strategies to 
improve the lives and environment of people living in these contrasting 
places.  This is generally new to students but they have an introduction to 
population and rapid urbanization following the Nigeria unit in year 9. 

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

Mid Unit test Mid Unit test 

Autumn half 
term 2 

Sequential 
knowledge and 

skills 

The challenge of natural Hazards:  Global atmospheric circulation with an emphasis on 
the role of atmospheric cells on the UK weather.  WE then study the causes, structure 
and effects and responses of a tropical storm to accommodate the 9 mark question. 
Following this we look at climate change – human and physical causes as well as 
adaptation strategies and mitigation policies such as afforestation which is then 
revisited in the living world unit.  This also links to extreme weather events in the UK, 
such as the Boscastle flood and there increasing intensity and frequency.  A similar 
structure is applied to studying the tropical storms.  Again, this is a new topic but 
builds on the themes of cause, effect and response as well as social economic and 
environmental.  

This half term we focus primarily on London; to explain its growth, location 
and importance and then to examine the opportunities and challenges these 
cities place before residents and users.  In addition they look at strategies to 
improve the lives and environment of people living in these contrasting 
places 

Changing economic world: 
Here students look at the changing nature of an HIC and an LIC and we focus 
on Nigeria, as they have already studied Lagos and the UK.  They look at the 
role of different sectors of the economy, areas of growth such as TNC’s or 
science parks and areas of decline such as primary industry and 
deindustrialization.  This is often seen as a rather bitty unit and can almost be 
taught as stand-alone lessons.  We also incorporate a lot of graphical and 
cartographical skills here  

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

End of unit test End of Unit test 

Spring half term 
1 

Sequential 
knowledge and 

skills 

The Living World:  

• An example of a small-scale UK ecosystem to illustrate the concept of 
interrelationships within a natural system, an understanding of producers, 
consumers, decomposers, food chain, food web and nutrient cycling. 

Resource Management: 

An overview of resources in relation to the UK. 

• How is the demand for food, water and energy changing globally? 



• The balance between components. The impact on the ecosystem of changing 
one component. 

• An overview of the distribution and characteristics of large scale natural 
global ecosystems. 

• The physical characteristics of a tropical rainforest. 

• The interdependence of climate, water, soils, plants, animals and people. 

• How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions. 

• Issues related to biodiversity. 

• Changing rates of deforestation. 

• A case study of a tropical rainforest to illustrate: 
o causes of deforestation – subsistence and commercial farming, 

logging, road building, mineral extraction, energy development, 
settlement, population growth 

o impacts of deforestation – economic development, soil erosion, 
contribution to climate change. 

• Value of tropical rainforests to people and the environment. 

• Strategies used to manage the rainforest sustainably – selective logging and 
replanting, conservation and education, ecotourism and international 
agreements about the use of tropical hardwoods, debt reduction. 

 
 

• How is supply and demand for resources being managed across the 
world? 

• What are the solutions for resource management? 

• Food option: Areas of surplus (security) and deficit (insecurity): 
o global patterns of calorie intake and food supply 
o reasons for increasing food consumption: economic 

development, rising population 
o factors affecting food supply: climate, technology, pests 

and disease, water stress, conflict, poverty. 

• Impacts of food insecurity – famine, undernutrition, soil erosion, 
rising prices, social unrest. 

• Overview of strategies to increase food supply: 
o irrigation, aeroponics and hydroponics, the new green 

revolution and use of biotechnology, appropriate 
technology 

o an example of a large scale agricultural development to 
show how it has both advantages and disadvantages 
(Almeria, Spain). 

• Moving towards a sustainable resource future: 
o the potential for sustainable food supplies: organic 

farming, permaculture, urban farming initiatives, fish and 
meat from sustainable sources, seasonal food 
consumption, reduced waste and losses 

o an example of a local scheme in an LIC or NEE to increase 
sustainable supplies of food (Rice-fish farming, 
Bangladesh). 

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

Exam practice including 4, 6 and 9 mark questions. 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 
Assessment paper including retrieval element. 

Exam practice including 4, 6 and 9 mark questions. 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 
Assessment paper including retrieval element. 

 
Spring half term 

2 
Sequential 

knowledge and 
skills 

Pupils will now study hot deserts within ‘The Living World’ unit. 

• The physical characteristics of a hot desert. 

• The interdependence of climate, water, soils, plants, animals and people. 

• How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions. 

• Issues related to biodiversity. 

• A case study of a hot desert to illustrate: 

Pupils will revise all of the core content. AQA have reduced the content 
pupils need to cover for the external examination.  
 
Therefore, pupils will revise the following sections of the specification: 
 

- Natural Hazards 
- The Living World 
- Physical Landscapes in the UK 
- Urban Issues and Challenges 



o development opportunities in hot desert environments: mineral 
extraction, energy, farming, tourism 

o challenges of developing hot desert environments: extreme 
temperatures, water supply, inaccessibility. 

• Causes of desertification – climate change, population growth, removal of 
fuel wood, overgrazing, over-cultivation and soil erosion. 

• Strategies used to reduce the risk of desertification – water and soil 
management, tree planting and use of appropriate technology. 

 
Pupils will start the Physical Landscapes in the UK unit. They will study: 
 

• An overview of the location of major upland/lowland areas and river 
systems. 

• Wave types and characteristics. 

• Coastal processes: 
o weathering processes – mechanical, chemical 
o mass movement – sliding, slumping and rock falls 
o erosion – hydraulic power, abrasion and attrition 
o transportation – longshore drift 
o deposition – why sediment is deposited in coastal areas. 

• How geological structure and rock type influence coastal forms. 

- The challenge of resource management. 
 
Pupils will also revisit geographical skills in preparation for paper 3. They will 
investigate unfamiliar fieldwork and how to approach exam questions based 
on this element. The pre-release booklet from AQA will be released to 
students on 22nd March 2022. Pupils will examine the booklet in class using 
critical thinking and problem solving skills. Paper 3 will provide students with 
the opportunity to demonstrate geographical skills and applied knowledge 
and understanding by looking at a particular issue(s) derived from the 
specification using secondary sources. 

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

Exam practice including 4, 6 and 9 mark questions. 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 
Assessment paper including retrieval element. 

Exam practice including 4, 6 and 9 mark questions. 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 
Assessment paper including retrieval element. 

 
Summer half 

term 5 
Sequential 

knowledge and 
skills 

Students will continue learning about coastal landscapes and then move onto river 
landscapes. They will learn: 

• Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion – 
headlands and bays, cliffs and wave cut platforms, caves, arches and stacks. 

• Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from deposition – 
beaches, sand dunes, spits and bars. 

• An example of a section of coastline in the UK to identify its major landforms 
of erosion and deposition. 

• The long profile and changing cross profile of a river and its valley. 

• Fluvial processes: 
o erosion – hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition, solution, vertical and 

lateral erosion 
o transportation – traction, saltation, suspension and solution 

 Pupils will revise all of the core content. AQA have reduced the content 
pupils need to cover for the external examination. Therefore, pupils will 
revise the following sections of the specification: 
 

- Natural Hazards 
- The Living World 
- Physical Landscapes in the UK 
- Urban Issues and Challenges 
- The challenge of resource management. 

 
There will be extensive practice of exam questions and frequent modelling of 
best practice so that students are confident in approaching higher tariff 
command words. 

 



o deposition – why rivers deposit sediment. 

• Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion – 
interlocking spurs, waterfalls and gorges. 

• Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion and 
deposition – meanders and ox-bow lakes. 

• Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from deposition – 
levées, flood plains and estuaries. 

• An example of a river valley in the UK to identify its major landforms of 
erosion and deposition. 

• How physical and human factors affect the flood risk – precipitation, geology, 
relief and land use. 

• The use of hydrographs to show the relationship between precipitation and 
discharge. 

• The costs and benefits of the following management strategies: 
o hard engineering – dams and reservoirs, straightening, 

embankments, flood relief channels 
o soft engineering – flood warnings and preparation, flood plain 

zoning, planting trees and river restoration. 

• An example of a flood management scheme in the UK to show: 
o why the scheme was required 
o the management strategy 
o the social, economic and environmental issues. 

External examinations are sat in May/June. 

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

End of unit test 
Exam practice including 4, 6- and 9-mark questions. 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 
Assessment paper including retrieval element. 

Summer half 
term 6 

 
Sequential 

knowledge and 
skills 

Following the end of year tests we turn our attention to fieldwork: students must 
have two contrasting fieldwork experiences.  Therefore, we take them to Redcar 
beach to examine the role of longshore drift and the impact of human activity in the 
form of groynes.  In addition, we take students to Darlington town centre to do an 
enquiry to see if environmental quality changes with distance from the CBD.   
 
Students will learn how to: 
 

a) Select a suitable question for geographical enquiry. 
b) Select, measure and record data appropriate to the chosen enquiry. 
c) Select appropriate ways of processing and presenting fieldwork 

data. 
d) Describe, analyse and explain fieldwork data. 
e) Reach a conclusion. 



f) Evaluate a geographical enquiry. 
 

Assessment 
Content and 

methods used 
to judge 
learning 

Exam practice – paper 3 – familiar and unfamiliar fieldwork 
Mixture of peer and self-assessment to develop knowledge of exam rubrics. 
‘I do, we do, you do’ modelling of exam questions. 

 

 


