
Carmel College Curriculum Implementation – KS3 Long Term Plan Geography 
 

The key threshold concepts of the KS3 national curriculum are outlined below: 

Locational knowledge  Place Knowledge Human and Physical geography Skills 

 
 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 
Autumn half term 
1 
Sequential knowledge 

and skills 

A hazardous world: volcanoes 
 

• Introduction to structure 
of the earth, convection currents, distribution 
and characteristics of plates. 

• What is a volcano and how do they form? 
• Pupils to be introduced to the terms 

‘primary/secondary effects’ and ‘short-
term/long-term responses’.  

• Pupils will gain knowledge of the causes, 
effects and responses to the Montserrat and 
Eyjafjallajökull eruptions.  

• Why do people live near volcanoes? 
• What is a supervolcano and what are the 

potential effects of an eruption on this scale? 
 

Coastal landscapes 

• Pupils will be developing 
a knowledge of key processes in coastal 
environments, including erosion, 
transportation and deposition. 

• Pupils will know that this leads to the 
formation of erosional and depositional 
landforms (e.g. caves, arches, stacks and 
wave cut platforms, beaches bars, spits and 
sand dunes).  

• Students will start to increase their 
awareness of the impact of natural and 
human activities on the coastline. They will 
learn about how to manage coastlines and 
the advantages and disadvantages of a 
range of management strategies. 

Restless earth: 
earthquakes and 
tsunamis  
 

• Pupils will know the structure of the 
earth, convection currents, and 
distribution of earthquakes and 
characteristics of plates. 

• They will know the mechanisms of an 
earthquake and how these form at 
different plate boundaries.    

• Pupils will have a knowledge of the terms 
cause, effect and response (introduced in 
year 7).  

• They will study an earthquake case study 
in a HIC. 

• Pupils will understand how people can 
plan, prepare and protect against 
earthquakes.   

• There will be an introduction to how 
tsunamis form and their devastating 
effects. Pupils will then study an example 
of a tsunami to examine the effects and 
responses. 

 
Assessment Content  3 Key Homeworks using the new assessment framework 

 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self assessment. 
 
Formal end of unit assessment; there will be a mix of short 
knowledge based retrieval questions, as well as extended 
writing. 

3 Key Homeworks using the new assessment framework 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self assessment. 
 
Formal end of unit assessment; there will be a mix of short 
knowledge based retrieval questions, as well as extended 
writing. 

3 Key Homeworks using the new assessment framework 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self assessment. 
 
Formal end of unit assessment; there will be a mix of 
short knowledge based retrieval questions, as well as 
extended writing. 
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Autumn half term 
2 

Sequential knowledge 
and skills 

Flooding  
 

• Pupils will know the inputs, flows and outputs 
of the hydrological cycle as well as factors 
affecting the rates of infiltration both 
theoretically and in practice.  

• There is an opportunity for students to learn 
outside the classroom and how different 
surfaces have different infiltration rates.  

• Pupils will understand the concept of a 
drainage basin and how this can affect rates of 
flooding.  

• Pupils will explore the causes of flooding and 
the impact on people in both high- and low-
income countries.  

Weather and climate  
 

• What is the difference 
between weather and climate? 

• How do we measure the weather? 

• What are the factors which influence 
climate?  

• How do air masses influence our weather 
and climate? 

• How does it rain?  

• Pupils will study a case study on an UK 
extreme weather event, such as the Beast 
from the East. 

• Skills of analysis and evaluation will be 
developed through an extended writing 
piece related to their case study. 

 

Biomes: polar 
regions and 
tropical 
rainforests  

• Pupils will know the difference between 
biomes and ecosystems and how they are 
distributed across the earth.  

• Pupils will examine the polar biome in 
contrast with the tropical rainforest 
biome. 

• They will know the locations, descriptions 
and explanation of the climates in taiga 
and tropical rainforests. 

• Pupils will be able to explain the 
structure of the taiga forest and tropical 
rainforests and how the plants have 
adapted to the different climatic 
conditions.  

• In addition, pupils will study how 
valuable the tropical rainforest is to the 
planet in terms of water, carbon storage 
and biodiversity.  

• Students will consider why the tropical 
rainforests are being deforested at the 
rate they are and be able to discuss the 
complex social, economic and 
environmental issues. 

• Pupils will build upon the concept of 
sustainability to consider how the 
rainforest can be developed sustainably. 

Assessment Content  3 Key Homeworks  
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self-assessment. 
 
A POP task will be used as summative assessment. 

3 Key Homeworks 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self-assessment. 
 
A POP task will be used as summative assessment. 

3 Key Homeworks 
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Spring half term 3 
Sequential knowledge 

and skills 

Map Skills, 
including sense of 
place 

• Pupils will learn how to read a range of maps. 

• They will gain the skills of using 4 and 6 fig 
references, latitude and longitude, height on 
maps and how to read a scale line. 

• Pupils will also develop a ‘sense of place’. They 
will be introduced to the concepts of ‘near’ 
places and ‘far’ places in relation to their own 
context. 

The Almighty Dollar 
 

• Based on the book, ‘The 
Almighty Dollar’, this unit will explore the 
global economy through the journey of the 
dollar.  

• Pupils will learn about their place within the 
global economy and where their money 
goes when they spend it.  

• They should come to understand how a 
purchase in a shop potentially connects 
with cheap labour in Asia.  

• The Clark Fisher model will be used to 
explain how economies diversify through 
time and lead to increasing wealth and 
development.  

• Pupils will also know why so many products 
are made in China and why China is so 
interested in countries within the continent 
of Africa.  

• India’s tax problem will be explored, as well 
as the impact this can have on 
development.   

 

Factfulness: is our 
understanding of the 
world wrong? 
 

• Pupils will have gained an appreciation of 
how quality of life is improving across the 
globe despite media depictions of 
extreme poverty which perpetuate 
stereotypes, such as “Africa is poor”. 

• Pupils will be asked to challenge their 
worldview and investigate the reality of 
socio-economic change rippling across 
the planet.  

• They will know the key terms associated 
with describing population change, as 
well as how these factors (birth rate, 
death rate) are changing over time.  

• Using Hans Rosling’s book, Factfulness, 
pupils will start to understand what life is 
like on ‘different levels’ and make a 
judgement on whether our 
understanding of the world is wrong.  

 

Assessment Content  3 Key Homeworks using the new assessment framework 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self assessment. 
 
Formal end of unit assessment; there will be a mix of short 
knowledge based retrieval questions, as well as extended 
writing. 
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assessment and self assessment. 
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knowledge based retrieval questions, as well as extended 
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Spring half term 4 

Sequential knowledge 
and skills 

Climate Change  
 

• Pupils will understand 
the mechanisms driving global climate change. 

The Middle East: a 
landscape of opportunity or 
challenge? 
 

• Pupils will learn about why the Middle East 
is an important world region. They will also 

Is Russia still a 
superpower? 
 

• Pupils will study Russia’s physical 
geography and how this can be both a 
benefit and curse in terms of sociology-
economic development. 
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• Pupils will recognise that climate change is a 
cyclical phenomenon which can be influenced 
by natural and human factors.  

• Furthermore, pupils will be able to appreciate 
the severity of the local and global effects of 
climate change as well as the places most 
harshly affected.  

• Pupils will examine two impacts in detail – 
desertification and sea level rise – and will 
explore the innovative solutions being offered 
to combat the effects. 

•  Finally, pupils will be introduced to GCSE 
content through studying adaptation and 
mitigation methods used across the world in 
response to climate change. 

learn about the physical geography of the 
region and how the climate can create 
challenges. 

• They will understand why the Middle East is 
an important world region, especially 
economically, and how this has led to 
unequal development within the region. 

• Additionally, pupils will learn about conflict 
in the Middle East and how this links to 
social and economic development. 

• They will also gain an appreciation of 
Russia’s varied climate and associated 
biomes. 

• There will be a study of Russia’s 
population and how it is distributed. 

• Pupils will also have the opportunity to 
assess Russia’s role as a world 
superpower by examining conflict, the 
economy and Russia’s participation in 
world affairs. 

Assessment Content  3 Key Homeworks 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self-assessment. 
 
A POP task will be used as summative assessment. 
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3 Key Homeworks 
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assessment and self-assessment. 
 
A POP task will be used as summative assessment. 

 
Summer half term 

5 Sequential 

knowledge and skills 

Africa: a continent of 
contrasts 
 

• Pupils will gain an appreciation of the 
challenges and opportunities facing Africa. 

• They will learn about the physical landscape of 
Africa and how Africa’s past shaped its present. 

• What is the pattern of climate and biomes in 
Africa? Is there a future for the Sahel? 

• What are the challenges and opportunities of 
population change in Africa?  

• What are the challenges and opportunities of 
urbanisation in Africa? 

• Does China want to help develop Africa? 

 

Fantastic Places: 
Deserts 
 

• Pupils will learn about the distribution of 
hot deserts. 

• They will then examine climate 
characteristics, as well as the impact of air 
pressure on rainfall. 

• There will be an introduction to the concept 
of adaptation by examining plants and 
animals that are uniquely adapted to the 
hot desert. 

• Pupils will then study desert landforms and 
examine the mystery of the sliding stones. 

• They will build upon their knowledge of 
sustainability (year 7) to grasp water supply 

Glaciation: the power of ice! 
 
 
 

• In this unit, pupils will study how ice 
changes the world both land and sea. 

• They will be able to articulate how 
glaciers form and move. Pupils will also 
be able to explain how glaciers change 
landscapes. 

• Linking back to prior knowledge of 
erosional landforms studied in the coasts 
unit, pupils will learn how glaciers also 
form erosional landforms over time.  

• There will be a study of landforms that 
are found locally in the Lake District and 
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This geography curriculum is in transition. From September 2022, pupils will embark on a continent-by-continent learning journey with place, synopticity and 
geographical skills as core aspects of the spiral curriculum. Locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and skills will remain as 
key threshold concepts. 

issues in hot deserts and how these can be 
solved.  

pupils will examine the evidence of 
glaciation in this region. 

• Finally, pupils will learn how people use 
glacial landscapes. 

 3 Key Homeworks 
 
There will be a mixture of teacher assessment, peer 
assessment and self assessment. 
 
END OF YEAR ASSESSMENT HERE 

3 Key Homeworks 
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END OF YEAR ASSESSMENT HERE 

3 Key Homeworks 
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assessment and self assessment. 
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Summer half term 
6 

Sequential knowledge 
and skills 

How sustainable is our 
world? 
 

• Pupils will learn about the concept of 
sustainability. They will learn about how 
sustainability varies around the world. 

• Pupils will explore sustainable resources and 
food production. 

• Where does our waste go and what is the 
impact of plastics in our oceans? 

• Pupils will also understand what is meant by an 
ecological footprint, with the opportunity to 
calculate their own. 

 

The geography of conflict 
 

• Pupils will study a range 
of historical and 
contemporary conflicts on a range of scales. 

• They will develop an awareness of the 
causes and impacts of conflict and the 
interconnectedness that results in links 
between conflict and their own lives. 

• Furthermore, pupils will investigate the 
impact of conflict on political boundaries as 
well as how the physical landscape can 
change the course of conflict.  

• There will be an opportunity to evaluate the 
impact of conflict on development in 
countries such as Afghanistan. 

• Finally, pupils will be able to connect 
conflict with their own lives thereby gaining 
an appreciation of the power of 
globalisation. An example being the supply 
of coltan to mobile phone manufacturers 
and the surrounding conflict in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

China: who runs the 
world? 
 

• Pupils will consider their understanding 
of China by exploring preconceptions of 
the region.  

• There will be a study of the physical 
geography of the region, including 
biomes, rivers and mountain landscapes. 

• Pupils will also examine population 
distribution (including the one-child 
policy) and learn about major cities found 
in China. 

• Additionally, pupils will also look at the 
role of rural to urban migration in 
changing the economic demographic of 
both urban and rural areas. 

• They will learn about how China has been 
successful in harnessing the physical 
environment to enhance living standards 
and economic development. 

• Finally, pupils will assess China’s 
influence on the world stage in the past, 
present and the future. 


