
 
 

Year 8 - RE 
AT1: Learning About Religion 

 
Extending 
Use a wide 

religious and 
philosophical 

vocabulary 

Critically Evaluate = ‘weigh the strengths and weaknesses of different positions and draw reasoned conclusions’. 

 Be able to use a wide variety of sources to evaluate a particular position of faith 

 Be able to use a wide religious and philosophical vocabulary to evaluate particular forms of worship. 

 Be able to investigate & explain how history, society and culture have influenced, & continue to influence, how 
religion is lived and be able to evaluate the differences between groups. 

Securing 
Use a wide 

religious 
vocabulary 

Explain Distinctiveness = ‘to be able to say how and why similarities and differences arise’. 

 Be able to compare different beliefs within or between religious traditions, using sources to explain why these 
differences exist. 

 Be able to explain why there is a different emphasis given to various types of religious and spiritual 
celebration. 

Be able to explain why religious beliefs and teaching on moral values and behaviour differ. 

Developing 
Use appropriate 
religious terms 

accurately  

Identify Distinctiveness = ‘to be able to describe similarity and difference’. 

 Be able to describe the variety of beliefs within and between religious traditions, comparing and contrasting 
them. 

 Be able to compare and contrast different forms of worship. 

 Be able to say how there are similarities and differences between peoples’ responses to social and moral 
issues because of their beliefs. 

Acquiring 
Use some 

religious terms 

Show Understanding = ’to give personal meaning or insight.’  

 Be able to make clear, multiple links between religious sources, beliefs, ideas, feelings and experiences. 

 Be able to show a deeper awareness of different liturgies – why we have them, what they are for, where they 
have come from. 

 Give multiple and varied  reasons why practising a religion affects the whole of a believers’ 

AT2: Learning From Religion 

Extending 

Evaluate = ‘to be able to judge and assess the value of an idea or view.’ 

 Be able to give a personal response, based on research and detailed reasoning, to a religious belief or world view 
and critically judge their own opinion. 

 Be able to articulate the strengths & weaknesses of someone else’s point of view on an issue and consider both 
religious and non-religious points of view on key issues. 

Securing 

Demonstrate Insight = ‘to be able to show clearly significance, the complexity or depth of an idea/view’. 

 Be able to use religious beliefs to give a personal perspective on morals and values, giving a detailed explanation 
of what others say and be able to make perceptive comments on the challenges or benefits of living a religious 
lifestyle in modern society.  

 Be able to use religious beliefs to give a personal perspective on questions of ultimate meaning, giving a detailed 
explanation of the answers of others to these questions. 

Developing 

Explain = ‘give clear and detailed reasons why’. 

 Be able to show which religious beliefs affect their own and others’ moral decision-making. 

 Be able to express your view clearly, with reasons, on religious teachings or issues that affect your life and explain 
someone else’s viewpoint. 

Acquiring 

Engage and Respond = ‘to consider seriously what others believe and how this affects their own beliefs’. 

 Consider seriously what religion says about moral decision-making and reflect on how it influences their own and 
others’ behaviour. 

 Consider seriously what religion says about life’s big questions and reflect on how it influences their own answers 
to these questions. 

 
 
 
 


