
Urban Issues & Challenges

Unit 2a

What is Urbanisation?

This is an increase in the amount of people living in urban areas such 
as towns or cities. In 2007, the UN announced that for the first time, 

more than 50 % of the world’s population live in urban areas. 

Where is Urbanisation 
happening?

Urbanisation is happening 
all over the word  but in 
LICs and NEEs rates are 

much faster than HICs. This 
is mostly because of the 
rapid  economic growth 
they are experiencing.

Types of Cities 

Megacity An urban area with over 10 million people living there. 

More than two thirds 
of current megacities 
are located in either 
NEEs (Brazil) and LICs 

(Nigeria). The 
amount of megacities 

are predicted to 
increase from 28 to 

41 by 2030.

Causes of Urbanisation

Rural - urban migration (1)
The movement of people from rural to 

urban areas.

Push Pull

• Natural disasters
• War and Conflict
• Mechanisation 

• Drought 
• Lack of employment

• More Jobs  
• Better education & 

healthcare
• Increased quality of life.

• Following family members.

Natural Increase (2)
When the birth rate exceeds the death 

rate.

birth rates (BR) Lower death rate (DR)

• High percentage of 
population are child-bearing 

age which leads to high 
fertility rate.

• Lack of contraception or 
education about family 

planning.

• Higher life expectancy due to 
better living conditions and 

diet.
• Improved medical facilities 

helps lower infant mortality 
rate.

Integrated Transport System Greenbelt Area

This is the linking of different forms of public and private transport within 
a city and the surrounding area. 

This is  a zone of land surrounding a city where new building is strictly 
controlled to try to prevent cities growing too much and too fast.

Brownfield Site Urban Regeneration

Brownfield sites is an area of land or premises that has been previously 
used, but has subsequently become vacant, derelict or contaminated. 

The investment in the revival of old, urban areas by either improving what 
is there or clearing it away and rebuilding.  EG STRATFORD LONDON

Sustainable Urban Living 

Sustainable urban living means being able to live in cities in ways that do 
not pollute the environment and using resources in ways that ensure 

future generations also can use then. 

Water Conservation Energy Conservation

This is about reducing the amount 
of water used. 
• Collecting rainwater for 

gardens and flushing toilets. 
• Installing water meters and 

toilets that flush less water. 
• Educating people on using less 

water. 

Using less fossil fuels can reduce  
the rate of climate change.
• Promoting renewable energy 

sources. 
• Making homes more energy 

efficient.
• Encouraging people to use 

energy. 

Creating Green Space Waste Recycling 

Creating green spaces in urban 
areas can improve places for 
people who want to live there. 
• Provide natural cooler areas for 

people to relax in. 
• Encourages people to exercise. 
• Reduces the risk of flooding 

from surface runoff. 

More recycling means fewer 
resources are used. Less waste 
reduces the amount that 
eventually goes to landfill.
• Collection of household waste. 
• More local recycling facilities.
• Greater awareness of the 

benefits in recycling.  

Sustainable Urban Living Example: London

Sustainable Strategies 

• Bedzed is a zero carbon settlement with solar 
panels and renewable energy

• Boris bikes reduce congestion and improve air 
quality

• The O2 arena and Stratford Olympic park harvest
rainwater for flushing toilets

• Oyster cards reduce litter and speed up 
pedestrians 

Traffic Management

Urban areas are busy places with many people travelling by different 
modes of transport. This has caused urban areas to experience different 

traffic congestion that can lead to various problems. 

Environmental problems

• Traffic increases air pollution 
which releases greenhouse 

gases that is leading to climate 
change.

Economic problems Social Problems 

• Congestion can make people 
late for work and business 

deliveries take longer. This can 
cause companies to loose 

money. Roads need repairing 
more often

• There is a greater risk of 
accidents and congestion is a 

cause of frustration. Traffic can 
also lead to health issues  for 

pedestrians.
• Increased risk of asthma. Up to 

9000 people die because of air 
pollution in the London

Congestion Solutions 

• Introduce park and ride schemes to reduce 
car use.

• Encourage car-sharing schemes in work 
places.

• Have public transport, cycle lanes & cycle 
hire schemes. There are 11,000 bikes for the 
public to use in London

• Having congestion charges discourages 
drivers from entering the busy city centres.

Traffic Management Example: London

Congestion charge charges £12 to 
drive into the CBD of London.

Has raised over £1bn all of which is 
spent on public transport or Boris 

bikes
Transport For London coordinates

all buses and tubes to reduce 
congestion and reduce air pollution
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Urban Change in a Major UK City: London

Location and Background City’s Importance

London is in SE England and is the 
capital of the UK. .It has a 
population of around 7.5 million.    
63% of workers are graduates and 
average wages are £30,000 
compared to £26,000 in the rest of 
the UK. 

• It is a world city, meaning it is of global importance 
with many TNC HQ’s such a Barclays or HSBC there.

• The city has a major and growing port, called the 
Thames Gateway.. 

• 45% of the land is green space.
• It has 5 major train station, including St Pancras which 

is connected to Europe as well as 6 international 
airports, including Heathrow

• It is a the financial economic powerhouse of the UK 
generating 20% of the UKs GDP

Diversity in London City’s Opportunities

• 300 different languages are 
spoken in London providing 
both opportunities for BME 
population but also problems 
for authorities and 
integration. 

• Tower Hamlets has the 
largest Bangladeshi
population in the UK and 
32% of residents are 
Bangladeshi in Tower 
Hamlets. 

Social: it has 23 universities
300 different languages are spoken 
It has 14 teaching hospitals, including specialist hospitals 
like the London Eye hospital

Economic: London is worth £270 bn to the UK economy
40% of all world trade went through London institutions in 
2012
It is a global financial capital in The City of London and the 
Stock Exchange

Environmental: 47% of London is green space including 
parks like Hyde Park.  London is trying hard to reduce air 
pollution and has introduced the congestion charge as well 
as an Ultra High Emission Zone where it is expensive to 
drive diesel vehicles to reduce Nitrous Oxide

City Challenges Stratford Olympic Park Regeneration

Social:16% of the poorest people in 
the UK are in London
Life expectancy is 77 in Stratford, 
but 84 in Kensington so there are 
huge areas of inequality

Stratford was a huge brownfield site, which had 
suffered massive deindustrialisation and was 
identified as the location for the 2012 Olympic games.
5 new estates were built with 3000 more affordable 
homes
300,000 wetland plants were planted
560 acres of Stratford was regenerated for the 
Olympic Park regeneration
Stratford got new underground stations making it far 
more connected to the rest of the city
The River Lea was cleaned and is now a thriving  river
A new secondary school called Chobham academy was 
built for local children. 

Economic: House prices are the 
highest in the UK so many people 
struggle to pay rent. 5% of people 
in Stratford are unemployed, but 
only 2% in Kensington

Environmental: Urban sprawl has 
led to increased pressure and 
decline of greenfield sites around 
the city.

Urban Change in a Major LIC City: Lagos Nigeria

Location and Background City’s Importance

Lagos is a coastal city 
situated next to the 
Atlantic Ocean in 
west Africa.  It is built 
on a series of islands 
and lagoons.  It used 
to be a British Colony 
and is part of the 
Commonwealth

• Generates 25% of all Nigeria’s GDP and 
specialises in financial services, oil and
entertainment. 

• The airport is the busiest in West Africa with 6 
million visitors per year.

• Is the financial and economic powerhouse of 
West Africa, particularly through the growth of 
the privately Eko Atlantic development

Growth Of Lagos City’s Opportunities

It is the fastest growing city in West Africa.
2000 people per day migrate to Lagos from 
rural areas that have suffered from drought, 
desertification, lack of services and the 
terrorist group Boko Haram. These are push 
factors. They are economic migrants and the 
pull factors include higher wages, more 
services and infrastructure and the chance of 
a job.
The current population is thought to be 21 
million in Lagos.  
Natural increase is also a factor as many 
younger people migrate to the city

Social: More schools, hospitals, roads and 
electricity is provided in Lagos.  200,00 people a 
day use the Bus rapid Transit system.  43% of 
residents have secondary education

Economic: Generates $355bn per year and makes 
25% of Nigeria’s GDP.  Dominated by tertiary and 
secondary industry so more likelihood of formal 
employment.  Average wage is $6000 compare to 
$3000 in northern Nigeria

Environmental: improving sewage and water 
treatment works.  Recycling rates are increasing 
from 18% to 60% by 2025. 600 tonnes of waste per 
day now turned into compost

City Challenges Improvements to Lagos

Social: 60% of people live in Slums such as 
Makoko, with 100000 residents.  Lacks clean 
water, sanitation, education or formal 
employment.  50% of households have no 
kitchen nor tap

Over 1 million people have benefitted from 
improved roads, new schools and health centres.
The Makoko Floating school  catered for 60 
students
Water pipes are being provided in Makoko
Some slums have been demolished for new 
buildings and this improved the economy.
The rapid bus transit system is reducing 
congestion and beginning to improve air quality. 
Eko Atlantic, which has the 8km great wall of 
Lagos, is provided huge numbers of jobs in 
construction.  Eko Atlantic is privately funded and 
is transforming Lagos into an economic hub for 
West Africa and is built on 10km2 of reclaimed 
land

Economic: The rise of informal jobs with low 
pay and no tax contributions. 

Environmental: Shanty towns such as 
Makoko, built on the polluted water of the 
lagoon are full of diseases such as dysentery 
and cholera. . 


