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“The Word became Flesh.”
The Season of Advent was marked in College with Mass celebrated by Father Gordon Ryan, during which the Advent 
wreath was blessed. Students from all year groups gathered around our impressive Christmas tree for Advent carols 
and the blessing of the tree. The theme chosen for this year’s Christmas Liturgy was, ‘The Word became Flesh and 
dwelt among us.’ This theme was chosen to reflect the beginning of ‘The Year of the Word’, that is to be celebrated 

in 2020 by the Catholic Church in England and Wales and will focus on the significance of the sacred scriptures in 
our spiritual life. The children also took part in Christmas Jumper Day, raising money for the Carmel College HCPT 

Lourdes group.

Advent is a time when we prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate Christ’s coming to the world. It is a time in 
which we give thanks for the gifts we all have in our lives, especially our family and friends. This year, the Youth SVP, 

for the second year, visited the elderly in three local care homes and offered to them a small Christmas gift and a 
Christmas Card as well as entertaining them with the singing of Christmas Carols. Each form group donated a gift 

that was taken by our own SVP members to those in the residential homes, that may receive very few visitors over 
the Christmas season. Form classes also prepared small gift bags containing hats, gloves, scarves and toiletries that 

could be distributed to the homeless and those in need. 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL, PRAY FOR US!
On Wednesday 24th October, over 70 students from Carmel College made their pledge as members of the Youth SVP 
during a special Mass of Welcome for Year 7. We were very pleased to welcome young children from our primary schools 
who also made their commitment as members of the Mini Vinnies. Lots of parents, parishioners and adult members of the 
local SVP conferences joined us to celebrate the students putting their faith into action. The Mass was a lovely celebration 
with members of Y7 providing the music and the readings. Mass was followed by tea, coffee and scones! The Youth SVP are a 
wonderful group of young people that ‘turn their concern into action.’  The students have also signed up to complete the ‘Faith 
in Action Award’, which involves recording their work from the Youth SVP and working towards a Bronze, Silver or Gold award. 

On 15th October, Carmel hosted the Diocesan meeting for secondary
head teachers. The students from the sixth form Spiritual Depth 
led a beautiful liturgy entitled, ‘Lead Kindly Light’ to celebrate 
the recent canonisation of St John Henry Newman, the first Englishman 
to be declared a saint in thirty years. The students performed a modern 
adaptation of the Saint’s poem ‘Lead Kindly Light.’

DIOCESAN HEAD TEACHERS CONFERENCE NOVEMBER - THE MONTH 
OF THE HOLY SOULS
Throughout the month of November, staff and 
students have visited our tree of remembrance 
to add the names of loved ones who have died. 
Each Mass that has been celebrated during 
this special month, has been offered for the 
names of those included on the tree. On 11th 
November a special service of remembrance 
was held in the Chapel and a two minute silence 
observed at 11am concluding with student Eve 
Parkin performing the Last Post in the Atrium.

2020 - THE YEAR OF THE WORD 
2020 has been designated ‘The God Who Speaks - A Year of the Word’ by 
the Bishops Conference of England and Wales to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of Verbum Domini - Pope Benedict XVI’s Apostolic 
Exhortation on ‘The Word of the Lord’, and the 1600th anniversary of 
the death of St Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin. In keeping 
with the Church’s three year cycle there will also be a specific focus on St
Matthew’s Gospel. In Carmel College, the Year of the Word 
will offer us an opportunity to reflect on the significance of 
God’s Word in our daily life. We will be taking time each day to 
explore what the Lord wishes to say to us through the daily lectionary 
during our morning Worship, as well as special events such as a Scripture 
Festival and an event with our Trust family of schools in Lent. For more 
details please see our Liturgy website liturgy.carmel.org.uk.
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VI FORM RETREAT

EXTRAORDINARY MONTH OF MISSION
Pope Francis declared October 2019 to be an Extraordinary Month of Mission (EMM). This special month of prayer and action called 
us all to renew our missionary commitment. It was a reminder that we’re called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with all 
peoples. We marked this in Carmel College with a special focus of putting faith into action each week. During the first week of the 
month all groups contributed to the CAFOD harvest appeal culminating with the SVP holding a very successful tea party for CAFOD 
raising £497.76. Week 2 saw each form collecting items for the Darlington Food Bank and members of the SVP delivering these to the 
food bank and helping to stock the shelves. The volunteers at the food bank commented on what hard working and polite our young 
people were! The final act of Mission was relating to the environment and ensuring our local area is free from harmful plastic pollution. 

On Friday 8th November, Carmel College musicians and choir led the 
full sung Mass to conclude the Diocesan Head Teachers Conference 
at St Mary’s Cathedral, Newcastle. Bishop Robert and the Diocesan
Education department extended their thanks to our young 
people, ably led by Mr McCartie, for sharing their musical gifts 
to enhance the liturgy.

Over 60 students travelled to the Emmaus Village in Consett, County Durham in October for a residential retreat on the theme 
‘Unbroken’ in preparation for the upcoming Mission in College. It was great to see so many students taking up the opportunity 
to spend some time reflecting on their lives, getting to know each other better and exploring their faith. Activities included 
artwork, music and debate as well as outdoor activities and the opportunity for Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

‘LEAD KINDLY LIGHT’
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

Friday 27th September saw another wonderful turnout for the Macmillan Coffee Morning. Students, staff and parents 
enjoyed a drink and cakes, from a huge selection. Thank you to everyone who baked, ate, attended and supported this event 
in any way. £748.02 was raised for Macmillan Cancer Trust. Looking forward to seeing you all again next year! Since 2013, Carmel 
have raised just over £5,500 for Macmillan. Thank you if you have helped, baked and supported our Coffee Mornings in any way.

#HELLOYELLOW

1 in 4 people in the UK are diagnosed with or know someone who has a Mental Health Condition. This means that in our VI 
Form alone it is likely that 75 people are suffering with or know someone who is suffering with a Mental Health Condition. 
Carmel VI Form students took part in a #HelloYellow day to raise awareness for Mental Health in young people. All the 
money raised (£192.38) went towards the charity Young Minds. The day was a great success and appeared to brighten 
everyone’s mood. Most importantly it encouraged the students to start thinking and talking about Mental Health. 

24 HOUR MUSICAL

For the third year running Carmel College’s Performing Arts department put on a musical in just 24 hours. The students
found out they were to be performing The Sound of Music and just 24 hours after receiving their scripts, they were on 
stage performing. It was a day jam packed full of dance and song. The show was fantastic and what we saw and heard on 
stage reflected all of the hard work put in. The performance to a large public audience on the evening was a huge success.  
Well done to everyone who participated both on stage and behind the scenes to produce such an amazing performance. 
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BIG PROJECT 2020
The Big Project 2020 has been launched with over 
100 students making up 10 teams. Currently 
they are preparing for presentations in January. 
This fantastic year long project with Jacobs enables 
teams to develop engineering solutions to modern 
issues. Working closely with Jacobs mentors, teams
are excited about bringing their ideas to the judges. 
Successful teams will compete in the Big Project 2020 
final in June. 

CARMEL RESEARCH SCHOOL
The Carmel Research School has been very 
busy the past term developing and programming 
courses that will run from next term. Training 
has begun for our trainers and the excitement 
is now in full swing for what the future of the 
research school holds. At the end of a very busy term 
we held our launch event for the Carmel Research 
School. The event was well attended and special
thanks go to our guest speakers Prof. Rob Coe and 
his thoughts on effective education and Tom Martell 
for introducing the Research schools network. 

Carmel College have been awarded Computing 
hub status as the first round of 30 national computing 
hubs as part of a £84 million investment of 
government funding supported by a further £1 million 
from Google to develop training for secondary 
school computing teachers. The Computing Hub 
will be led by Simon 
Roberts, Curriculum 
Leader for 
Computing. 

COMPUTING HUB

Once again, students at Carmel have performed extremely well at GCSE 
and A level, enabling them to continue with education or to secure 
employment. At GCSE 87% of students achieved at least a standard 
pass (grade 9- 4) in both maths and English and 64% achieved a strong 
pass or higher (grade 9-5) in both subjects. 272 of the College’s GCSE 
entries were graded 9 or 8, the highest levels of attainment in GCSE. 
The College’s A Level achievement, like GCSE outcomes, were higher 
than national performance, and figures were also well above North 
East averages, with 31% of A level entries graded A*-A, and 58% graded 
A*-B. The College’s pass rate was 99.4%. Students have gone on to 
accept university offers, apprenticeships and embraced the opportunity 
to further their ambitions to secure their ideal careers. Overall 
a great performance for the students and staff here at Carmel. 

GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS

ARCHIMEDES MATHS HUB
In September Carmel College hosted the Archimedes NE Maths Hub 
Welcome event for the Launch of the 2019/20 Primary Teaching for
Mastery Programme.  This year 113 primary schools in the Darlington, 
Durham, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough, Redcar & Cleveland and Stockton 
Local Authority Districts are engaging with the project. Over 100 
people attended the event which outlined the programme - developing 
a Teaching for Mastery Approach for Primary Mathematics. This 
professional development opportunity is designed to support teachers 
to develop best practice in maths in their schools, working 
collaboratively with other schools, under the guidance of a teaching 
for mastery specialist. This fully
funded programme is run across the 
country by all 37 Maths Hubs.  For more 
information and opportunities contact 
Administrator - Jackie Springhall at 
jspringhall@carmel.org.uk.
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SPIRIT OF AFRICA CAKE SALEBEBRAS CHALLENGE
In November, over 700 pupils from all 
year groups have been completing their 
annual Bebras challenge. This is an 
international competition where students 
Computational thinking skills are tested 
in a variety of either multiple choice or 
free answer questions. A pupil in Year 10 
said that “Bebras allows us to 
implement some of the skills 
we learn in computing in a 
practical and fun way”. The
pupils will all receive a 
certificate that can be placed 
in their progress file. The 
most successful students 
(the top 10% ranked in the 
country) will be invited to 
participate in the TCS Oxford 
Computing Challenge in March 
2020; a grand total of 36 students
this year, three more than last year!

CHRISTMAS FAYRE CHOIR

Carmel’s choir was entertaining the crowds again this year at the Christmas Fayre. 
We had a lot of fun singing Christmas classics through to more modern Christmas
numbers.

Our Performing Arts students were lucky enough to be offered a free workshop 
by Darlington Academy of Performing Arts this term. It was based around ‘The 
Greatest Showman’ theme and involved lots of singing and dancing, including the 
use of ribbons and scarves. The students thoroughly enjoyed this and were able to 
showcase their dance routine and song they had learnt at the end of the session. 

PERFORMING ARTS WORKSHOP

On the 5 November, staff and 
students held a ‘Cake Sale’ for 
the charity Spirit of Africa. Cakes 
were baked and bought, selling 
for 20p and 50p in the College
dining hall. We raised £270 for the 
charity which will go to the building
of the orphanage in South Africa. 
Staff and students also brought 
in generous donations of clothes, 
shoes, books and toys. Some of 
these were taken out in October 
as Christmas gifts for the children,
and the rest will be taken in 
February. The children are always 
so excited to receive these gifts and 
we are all incredibly grateful for the 
kindness and thoughtfulness of all 
who donate and support us. You 
can find more information on the 
charity website and facebook page.

Carmel Teacher Training Partnership (CTTP) 
based at Carmel College and working 
with schools across the North East of 
England trains over 80 new teachers in both 
Primary and Secondary phase. This year, 
CTTP have 87 trainee teachers who started 
the Initial Teacher Training Programme in 
September: 53 Secondary trainees and 
34 Primary trainees. Trainee Teachers are 
based in schools across the North East 
from as far north as Northumberland to as 
far south as North Yorkshire. Trainees have 
flourished on the programme and have 
enjoyed getting to know their students 
and fellow colleagues in their placement 
schools. Secondary Computing trainee, 
Mr Botham said: “I have gained so much 
knowledge in such a short time from 
colleagues, mentors, students, training 
staff and of course fellow trainees – 
the list is endless. The support net-
work is brilliant. I know it’s going to 
be a hard year but it will be worth it”.
If you are interested in training to 
become a teacher, visit our website www.
carmelteachertraining.com or call Tyler 
Holmes on 01325 523474.

CARMEL TEACHER 
TRAINING PARTNERSHIP
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH

On 18th October-20th October 10 Y11 and Y12 students took part in a practice for their expedition in the summer term as part of 
their Duke of Edinburgh Silver award. This consisted of navigating approximately 30 miles of walking and 2 nights of camping in 
the North York Moors. Likewise, 44 Y10 students also took part in their practice at the end of September as part of their Bronze 
award, which consisted of 20 miles of walking and 1 night of camping in the North York Moors. Well done and a great effort from all who
took part!

Carmel Esports club has restarted at lunchtime for students in 
Year 8 and above. We are playing Overwatch on Mondays and 
Fortnite and Rocket League on Wednesdays where everyone’s 
welcome. On Thursday at lunch we have Overwatch, Rocket 
League, League of Legends, Fortnite and also The Sims for our 
girls-only club.  Once again we have entered three teams into 
the national championships.  Sara Burdon is our League of 
Legends team captain and the team has had very comfortably 
back to back wins in the last two weeks. Overwatch is very 
competitive this year as more than 70 schools and colleges 
have entered the championship so we are lucky to be very
ably represented by students from Years 9-11. 

SEASON 3 ROCKET LEAGUE TEAM

On the 26th of September, students from Year 7 to 10 were invited to take part in a range of multicultural activities
to celebrate the European Day of Languages. Pupils enjoyed a tasting of a wide range of traditional European snacks (from 
madeleines and crêpes to turrón and mandorlato) during the showing of Le Petit Prince, a film adaptation of the famous 
French novel! Pupils were also invited to take part in a music quiz challenging them on their knowledge of European 
music, instruments and composers, from opera to yodeling, accordion to castanets, Beethoven to Daft Punk.

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

CHINESE EXAM CEREMONY

text

As part of the UK-German connection project of Plastic 
Pirates a small group of Year 9 visited the  school Gustav-
Heinemann in Mülheim, Germany. The students took the 
role of real scientists by collecting and analysing data of 
microplastics pollution in our waterways, making 
biodegradable plastics in the labs and working collectively 
to reduce the impact of plastic pollution in our society. 
The students visited the city of Cologne and the 
University of Dortmund as part of this project and thoroughly 
enjoyed working with their German counterpart students 
in this international scientific project.

PLASTIC PIRATES

This term, 76 Year 9 and Year 10 students were awarded their 
Youth Chinese Test certificate in Mandarin level 1, an official 
accreditation by Hanban recognising the students’ level of 
Chinese at the end of the last academic year. Students gathered 
around cookies and hot chocolate in the John Caden Hall  and 
were rewarded with traditional red envelopes and lucky coins. 
Students who achieved above 75% were also awarded extra 
prizes, ranging from traditional Chinese knots to Mandarin 
books. For the first year, a perfect score of 200/200 was achieved 
by a Year 10 student, Isobel Lunn-Tyson! Congratulations to all!
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SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENING
In July, Carmel College celebrated its 19th Annual Sports Presentation Evening. The awards were handed out by our special guest 
speaker, Robert Law, from BBC Radio Tees Sport. The evening celebrated the amazing success the pupils have had over the year, on 
the sports field.

YEAR 10 RUGBY TEAM ADVANCE 
IN NATIONAL CUP DESPITE DEFEAT
Carmel’s Year 10 Rugby were beaten by Barnard Castle 
despite a very strong performance by the team. 
The match ended 47-7 to Barnard Castle meaning 
the team are now out of the U15 Schools National 
Cup but advance to 2nd round of the national plate.
Their determination and attitude throughout the game 
against very strong, traditional, private school opposition 
was a credit to the school and the whole squad should 
be very proud of themselves. Their attitude and in 
particular their defensive  work was highly praised. As 
always the team were treated to Barnard Castle’s 
hospitality after the game and had a chance to socialise 
with the opposition in true rugby value.

Our U19 Netball Team showed an amazing level of skill to 
become South Durham & Cleveland County Netball Champions.
The girls were previously U14 County Champions and were 
determined to win a second title. The team worked exceptionally 
hard and displayed amazing team spirit. It was a tough 
competition, however, they kept their composure and played 
some awesome netball. The girls are now one of the most 
successful netball teams in Carmel’s history. A massive 
well done to them all!

DARLINGTON U19 NETBALL 
WINNERS

YEAR 10 FOOTBALL TEAM

Carmel Y10 football team have made an unbeaten start to their defence of the Darlington schools championship as well as 
qualifying for the quarter final of the County cup scoring 23 goals in the process. Well done! 
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ALEX FINISHES FOURTH IN BRITISH 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Alex Boyer (8E) came 4th in the British Inter Regional Triathlon 
Championship in September at Mallory Park in Leicestershire. This is
the highest level event a 12 year old can compete in nationally in 
Triathlon and only 3 athletes qualify per Region. He was 
also part of the North East team that secured Silver 
in the Team Event and Bronze in the Mixed Relay.

YEAR 10 RUGBY TEAM ADVANCE 
IN NATIONAL CUP DESPITE DEFEAT

CARMEL SAILING CLUB

12 student members of Carmel sailing club took part in a 5 week training course at Thornton Steward Reservoir. We look 
forward to welcoming new members when Carmel Sailing Club reopens for two more 5 week courses in the summer term. 
Some of our experienced sailors are excited about giving their fellow students some coaching and sailing tips. Well done to all!!!

KS3 boys and girls have been turning up regularly 
in preparation for the Christmas Climbing competition
at Climb Newcastle on 11th December 2019.

CLIMBING CLUB

The sixth-form girls swimming team of Milly Anderson, Alice Day, Olivia Halliday and Niamh Sweeney competed in the English 
Schools’ Swimming Championships at the Olympic Pool in Stratford. The competition was fierce with only 30 schools 
qualifying for the finals. They all embraced the occasion and swam really well to finish 25th in the Medley relay 
and 26th in the Freestyle relay. A big thank you to their parents who travelled down to support the swimmers, especially
Tony Day, who himself represented GB in two Olympic games, for his excellent team management. The highlight 
for the girls was meeting Olympic and World Championship diver Tom Daley, who had a selfie with the girls.

SWIMMERS SELFIE WITH DIVING LEGEND TOM DALEY

DARLINGTON U19 NETBALL 
WINNERS
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BOOK BUS
Browns Books for Students visited this term with their Book 
Bus. The Book bus is a purple double decker bus that houses 
a large selection of fiction, non-fiction and graphic novels. 
Students from all year groups had the opportunity to visit 
the bus and browse. Students were given hand held scanners 
and encouraged to ‘buy’ books that they would like to see in 
the LRC. This was a fantastic opportunity to talk about the 
sorts of books that would encourage students to visit the LRC.

BOOK BUZZ

Bookbuzz is a reading programme from BookTrust that aims to
inspire a love of reading in 11-13 year olds. The programme was 
launched with an assembly where Year 7 students discussed 
the importance of reading and even got to hear about some 
of their teachers favourite books! Each Year 7 student have been 
given the opportunity to choose their own book from a selection 
of titles. This book will be kept in their form class and will have 
a dedicated time to read and swap books.
Competitions will be held throughout 
the year and further resources can be found 
at www.bookbuzz.org.uk. 

Grace Everson won our 
‘Billionaire Boy’ Competition. 
Grace won a family ticket 
to see Billionaire Boy at 
Darlington Hippodrome in 
November. Well done, Grace!

BILLIONAIRE BOY 
COMPETITION

AUTHOR VISIT
Some of our Year 7 students have been visited by award 
winning author of children’s adventure stories, Dan Smith. 
Dan spoke to the students about his life growing up and the 
adventures that inspired him to write books. The students 
were enthralled with his exciting stories and asked many 
questions. More information about Dan and his adventures 
can be found on his website http://www.dansmithsbooks.
com. We have signed copies of Dan’s books for students 
to borrow in the LRC.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Thank you to everyone who supported our annual Book Fair, 
which took place in the Learning Resource Centre and at the 
Christmas Fayre. £400 was taken, resulting in 40% commission 
to buy new books for the library. Discounted books can be 
bought throughout the year via Scholastic Books Clubs, online 
at: https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/schools/carmel-college. 

The VEX Robotics club runs every Monday and Thursday lunch 
time in room VO6. Students are in the process of building a T-Rex 
robot, that will be able to move just like the real thing when
programmed with the remote control. We have two robots that 
can be customized in any manner of build, with multiple sensors. The
students will be training with the robots they build to get as many 
points as possible on the course. The use of robotics 
instils proper engineering practices from an early age. With 
the growing societal need to enhance science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) instruction in classrooms 
and beyond, there is a call for integrated learning programmes 
that allow teachers to engage students meaningfully 
in STEM.

VEX ROBOTICS CLUB
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This November the PTA hosted another fabulous evening of 
festive fun and shopping. This year the  Christmas Fayre was 
our biggest to date with 70 local businesses selling 
their merchandise and supplying prizes for a
spectacular raffle. Shoppers were entertained by our
exceptional student choir and their performance got 
everybody into the Christmas 
spirit.  Thanks must go to 
parents, students and staff, 
as together the PTA raised 
funds for the College. 
From all of us on the PTA, 
we wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!

BOOK BUZZ

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

PTA

CARMEL EDUCATION TRUST
In September 2019 we welcomed St Teresa’s in Darlington and 
St William’s in Trimdon into the Trust and in December they 
will be joined by the three schools which formed St Thomas of 
Canterbury Catholic Multi Academy Trust and they are St John 
the Evangelist, St Paul’s and St Joseph’s all in Billingham making 
a total of 15 schools. Bishop Robert has recently confirmed 
the proposal for Catholic Education in our Diocese and we are 
delighted that the Trust’s future has been secured as one of 
four Multi Academy Trusts.  

RESPECT ME
Years 7-10 and Year 12 had the chance to attend work-shops from the Respect Me Programme based 
in Teesside, looking at self-esteem, bullying and healthy relationships. Students were fully engaged 
throughout and able to discuss openly issues that are relevant within their lives. This supported worked 
covered in PSHEE, in the first half term looking at Being Me in the World. Students were full of praise 
for the event. “It was good just to have time out to look at our lives and talk about the important 
relationships, helping us to consider the choices we face.” (Year 10 Student.)
 
KOOTH
Students throughout the year groups have been part of an assembly on KOOTH, looking at emotional 
wellbeing. Kooth, from XenZone, is an online counselling and emotional well-being platform for
children and young people, accessible through mobile, tablet and desktop and free at the point of use. 
Once a member, students can chat to counsellors, read articles written by young people for young
people with tips and advice, join discussion forums and use daily journals to help support their 
emotional wellbeing.

VIRTUES
Students in Year 7 are taking an active part in a weekly lesson on Virtues. The lessons have been designed to focus on how we can 
develop as individuals and help students to identify the important virtues in everyday life. The lessons fit within the RE framework 
and look to promote Self -Regulation and Ambition, Confidence and Resilience & Compassion and Justice. Students will also study 
the book Wonder and develop their skills of evaluation and analysis.  The virtues have also been incorporated into assemblies and 
PSHEE throughout the year groups, with students completing audits to identify areas in need of development to set clear targets on 
how they can improve in key areas. 

EMMAUS
Emmaus runs a number of supportive programmes for students within Carmel. Spectrum is a 12 week programme which students 
can attend, which looks to support loss within their lives. The programme seeks to support young people and develop a positive 
skillset to help overcome life’s many challenges. The programme finishes with a Celebrate Me Day where students can celebrate their 
achievements and take part in an activity outside of College. This term students will visit the Pantomime in Darlington.

READING LISTS
This year, we have been promoting and encouraging wider 
reading across the curriculum. Departments have created reading 
lists aimed at different ages and stages with books to enrich 
knowledge and interest of the subject. These reading lists can be 
accessed by following this link https://carmel.org.uk/reading-lists. 
Although many of the books are stocked in our library, if you are 
stuck for a good book for Christmas our suggestions might help.

The Carmel RE Virtues Curriculum has also included a 
reading trial with the Reverend Brian D Brown at the 
University of Durham. Students from Year 7 have 
taken part in this national research looking at the Gospel 
of John through the latest translation written by the 
‘Underground Story Team’. The team have translated all 
of the Gospels and hope that the new approach will “be 
something ground-breaking in Biblical communication 
for young people.” Reverend Brown is continuing his 
research this year, and the RE department continue 
to be involved. Reverend Brown is also the creator 
of the two TV biblical animation series StoryKeepers 
(1995) and Friends and Heroes (2007). 

VIRTUES CURRICULUM
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January 2020
6 - Staff Personal Development Day
7 - College re-opens

February 2020
7 - Carmel’s got Talent
14 - College breaks for Half Term
24 - College re-opens

March 2020

April 2020
3 - College breaks for Easter
20 - College re-opens

DIARY DATES

SAFEGUARDING 

Designated Safeguarding Lead  Mrs L Hunter 
Deputy Safeguarding Lead   Mr D Pinnock

Advice to ensure E-Safety can be found at: 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/
parents-and-carers

Following our excellent exam results again in the summer and after 
a very busy and productive term, it gives us great pleasure to wish 
students, parents and staff a joyous and peaceful Christmas.

As we work our way through the 2019/20 academic year we continue 
our work as a College to provide the very best education and 
opportunity for all our students. We have for many years been 
able to offer our support to other schools locally, regionally and 
nationally through our Teaching School and this offer is now further 
extended with our recent designation as a ‘Research School’ 
where we will work wit the DfE to offer evidence based
support and educational research. This puts Carmel College at the very cutting edge of Education.

We are looking forward to our annual Christmas liturgy where we will celebrate this special time of year and rejoice in the students’ 
talents. All are welcome.

Happy Christmas 
M Shorten            M Regan      K Sharp
Principal  CEO         Chair of Governors

CONTACT US     01325 254525 | admin@carmel.org.uk | www.carmel.org.uk

Attendance Matters
Attendance below 90% is the equivalent of missing 19 days of
school; which is nearly four weeks per year. Attendance below 
80% is the equivalent of missing 38 days, which is nearly 
eight weeks per year and if below 90% over both Primary and 
Secondary school phases, that is equal to one full academic 
year missed! Please note that penalties/fines may be issued 
for unauthorised absence including holidays taken in term time 
which have not been previously granted by the Principal, due to 
exceptional circumstances.

E-Safety
As ever, keeping our children safe from the potential dangers 
posed by the internet and other rapidly-developing technologies 
is a priority for us as teachers and no doubt you as parents/carers. 
With this in mind, please feel free to access  a page on the College 
website which hosts various links to e-safety advice 
and guidance. About Us -> Safeguarding or directly from the 
following link: http://carmel.org.uk/about-us/e-safety/.

Family Support
Families whose financial or personal situation has recently changed 
please contact Mrs L. Hunter  should you wish to discuss in 
confidence any support that may be available. 

Uniform Reminders
We now have 2 uniform suppliers - Elizabeth’s Embroidery,
Stockton and Rawcliffes, Stockton: 
http://elizabethsembroidery.co.uk,  
https://www.rawcliffes-stockton.co.uk. 
Please note that unless there is a medical issue, all students 
should be wearing shoes, not trainers for College.


