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During February half term, our students travelled far and wide visiting Falcade (in the Italian Dolomites) and America, 
staying in both Washington and New York City. 

81 pupils travelled to Falcade for the annual Ski Course. They enjoyed 5 hours of ski lessons per day with the Falcade Ski School 
and by the end of the week, all of them had at least skied from the top of the mountain to the bottom. They stayed in the
Stella Alpina hotel and also went ice skating, swimming and tubing. At the end of the week, they all took part in the ski slalom,  
competing against peers from their own ski groups.

31 Sixth Form students were also lucky enough to be able to visit Washington DC and New York. The first part of the trip in 
Washington embraced a full itinerary including a fun filled day visiting museums, a tour round the capital building and ice-skating. 
The second part of the tour was spent in the Big Apple. Students visited amazing places – The Whispering Gallery in Central 
Station, a ferry ride to the Statue of Liberty, an extremely emotional visit to the 9/11 Memorial, Brooklyn Bridge at night, day 
views from the top of the Empire State building and dancing on top of the Rockefeller Centre. On top of this they spent an 
afternoon at an Ice Hockey match, a theatre show and stopped off to see the animals in Central Park zoo followed by a horse and
carriage ride round the park. Students reflected that, “The trip was full of fun, laughter and friendship.” and a 
place that “we will never forget”. 

“The trip was full of fun, laughter and friendship. It really was a place that we will never forget.”
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ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENT YOUTH FRIDAY CELEBRATION 

The start of the Season of Lent was marked with Mass 
and Distribution of Ashes celebrated by Fr Barrie 
McKenzie on Ash Wednesday. During this penitential 
season, students have had the opportunity to reflect on 
their relationship with God and each other and focus 
on the theme of ‘Reconciliation’ with the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation being offered during the final week 
of term by visiting clergy. During Lent, we are focusing 
our efforts on supporting the work of Missio, the 
official charity of the Pope that works with the poorest 
communities in the world, supporting them to be able 
to spread the Word of God through missionary work. 
Stations of the Cross are being prayed around the 
College each Friday and students are reflecting weekly 
on Gospel themes in assemblies. 

Two students represented Carmel College at the Annual Youth
Friday Celebration at St. Mary’s RC Cathedral, Newcastle on 
6th February 2018. They were joined by our Diocesan Youth 
Council members Josh Sebastine and Joe Macdonald from Year 10.  
The purpose of this event was to give thanks for the work of the 
Diocesan Youth Service and the Youth Ministry Team. Earlier in the 
academic year, YMT had created a special resource that was used in 
all Diocesan Schools. The theme was ‘The Examen’. The Examen is a 
technique of prayerful reflection on the events of the day in order to 
detect God’s presence and discern his direction for us. The Examen is 
an ancient practice in the Church that can help us see God’s hand at 
work in our whole experience. The Examen was created by St Ignatius 
Loyola in his Spiritual Exercises. 

CATHRINE O’NEILL

… ‘The souls of the virtuous are in the hands 
of God.’ 

Wisdom 3:1

Cathrine O’Neill, former Teacher, Governor, Catechist and friend of the
College died on 16th January 2019 following a short illness. Cathrine was 
a member of Carmel staff until 1997 when she retired after 37 years of 
teaching and has been a governor of Carmel since that time. Cathrine 
was also a governor of St Teresa’s and a committed parishioner. She 
represented all that is good in this world and truly embodied the phrase 
‘Faith in Action’. Cathrine lived a life of service and humility and the world 
is a poorer place at her passing.

Cathrine was well known to all members of our community, especially to 
our Confirmation candidates this year with whom she started the course 
of preparation before going into hospital. On announcing the news to 
the College, Maura Regan reflected on the quote from Pilgrim’s Progress 
by John Bunyan: ‘so ‘she’ passed over and all the trumpets sounded for 
‘her’ on the other side’. Cathrine’s Requiem Mass was celebrated at St 
Teresa’s RC Church with a packed congregation. Students and staff from 
Carmel College assisted with the music. A retiring collection was made 
for a stained-glass window for the Church in thanksgiving for her tireless 
work in promoting and supporting the Catholic faith in the town. Cathrine 
will be dearly missed by all. 
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On Holy Saturday 2019, 45 members of Carmel College Sixth 
Form will embark on their journey to Lourdes. Students will
travel with fellow pilgrims arriving in time to celebrate the 
Easter Vigil Mass. HCPT was founded by Dr Michael Stroude in 
1956. From a very small beginning, the Trust now enables 1,000 
children each Easter to take part in the pilgrimage and also 
hundreds of disabled and disadvantaged people of all ages to 
enjoy a pilgrimage holiday. These pilgrimages are impossible 
without the doctors, nurses and those who support the pilgrims 
during their pilgrimage, all on a voluntary basis. As a College, 
our students have been travelling to Lourdes for 23 years.
Students from Carmel’s previous pilgrimages to Lourdes have 
made such an impact that they have been invited by Family 
Groups to join them as adult volunteers. Students have worked 
very hard to fundraise for HCPT throughout the year in many 
ways such as providing refreshments after Mass in local 
parishes. On Friday 8th February, the Lourdes group hosted 
an ‘Italian Feast of Our Lady’. The JC Hall was full to capacity 
and over £3000 was made on the night. A donation of £1000 
was made to HCPT Group 195 who are taking a number of our 
younger students to Lourdes as part of their group. We would 
appreciate your prayers as we approach our pilgrimage, that our 
students may be filled with the spirit of Lourdes and be worthy 
messengers of the Gospel through their actions. 

LOURDES AND ITALIAN EVENING 

YEAR 7 AND 8 RETREAT

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION AND FLAME 

85 students went to the Youth Village for their annual 
residential retreat starting on Ash Wednesday. The theme was 
‘ReLentless’ and the young people reflected on the relentless love 
of God through prayer, worship, small group activities and shared 
testimony of young people who make up the Youth Ministry 
Team. After two nights of the retreat programmes that involved 
a wide range of different activities, they left with a message of 
hope and further understanding of the message and impact 
of Lent. Students had an amazing experience and are already 
talking about attending retreat next year! 

Year 9 students from College 
attended a special event to 
commemorate the Holocaust 
Memorial Day  at St Michael’s RC 
Academy, Billingham in January. 
Students took part in workshops 
led by members of the Diocesan 
Department for Interreligious 
dialogue and the Holocaust 
Memorial Trust. The theme for this 
year’s event was ‘Torn from home.’  
In College, all form groups gathered 
in Form time for a special liturgy, 
prepared by students to reflect 
and explore what happens when 
individuals, families and communities 
are driven out of, or wrenched from 
their homes, because of persecution 
or the threat of genocide. 

In March, 45 students received the Sacrament of Confirmation during Mass celebrated by Bishop Seamus Cunningham. 
The Mass was celebrated at Holy Family RC Church, Darlington. It was an extra special celebration as it was one of the final 
engagements of the Bishop before he retires. He was presented with a gift at the end of the Mass. The students had all participated 
in a very thorough period of Catechesis from September, including the Flame Event at Wembley Arena on 2nd March. The students, 
who have all made a choice to ‘confirm’ their own Catholic faith have been supported and guided by the whole College community, in 
particular, the RE department who joined with the students for the Mass. The Flame at Wembley gathered over 8000 young people, 
who celebrated their faith through music, worship and testimony. Carmel College had 64 members of both the College and parish 
communities travelling together by coach to participate in this event. Students were a credit to their parish and College community. 
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YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 PRESENTATION EVENINGS

Carmel College’s Annual Year 11 and Year 13 Presentation Evenings were, as always, a great showcase of celebration. Over 300
guests attended each evening as Carmel marked the successes of former students , who truly achieved outstanding results. Chair of
Directors Cyndi Hughes, CEO Maura Regan and Principal Mike Shorten, congratulated the students on their achievements, wishing
them the best of luck for their future endeavours. Cyndi Hughes reflected on how the students not only achieved their results but
made great friendships which will last a lifetime. The students were presented with their Certificates by Deniece Wanley, Head of 
Business Development & Communication, Eleven Arches (Kynren). Two Year 11 students, Amelia Bryant and Connor Evans, were 
awarded a special gift for their Outstanding GCSE Results and Olivia Austin, was awarded the Carmel Trust Community Award for 
her outstanding contributing to College life. Kate Cowan and Joshua Glendenning in Year 13 were awarded the John Caden Cup, a 
prestigious award that recognises their wholehearted dedication to Carmel College.

CARMEL DOES STRICTLY
March 15 and 16 saw the John Caden Hall again transformed into Darlington’s answer to Blackpool Tower ballroom for Carmel Does 
Strictly 2019. Twelve brave couples, drawn from both teaching and non-teaching staff, once again gave their all to raise funds for 
Project Peru, dancing again to a live band of staff and former students. Friday night champions were Miss Hunt and Mr McCartie, 
while Mr Richardson and Mrs Robinson carried off the trophy on Saturday night. In total, the two nights raised over £3500 towards 
the relief of need amongst the disadvantaged poor in Iquitos where our Project Peru group will be travelling to work during the
academic year 2020-2021. Huge thanks for the efforts of all involved.
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THE BIG IMPACT OF 
THE BIG PROJECT
Elizabeth Davison, Josh Connor and Nathan Diggle made a 
very impressive team presenting to over 300 businesses and
careers leaders at the Tees Valley Combined Authority network 
meeting. Held at the Riverside Stadium, Middlesbrough the 
session was an opportunity to share the very successful 
projects Carmel College works on with Jacobs, Stockton. 
Students talked about the positive impact that the Big 
Project has had on their confidence, resilience, communication 
and employability skills. Mike Bowen of Jacobs said he was 
incredibly proud of the students and their incredible 
innovation and teamwork.  

TEESSIDE CROWN COURT TRIP  
In March Year 13 Sociology students visited Teesside Crown 
Court, Middlesbrough to see the criminal justice system in 
action. Students saw judges, barristers, solicitors and other 
court staff in action, plus evidence given by witnesses both in 
person and via video link. This visit enabled students to link the  
theory learnt in class to real life experiences. Students, many of 
whom are planning careers in law, found the visit fascinating.  

CHINESE NEW YEAR
On Friday 8th February, Year 7 pupils from Carmel were 
treated to an action-packed day out at Durham University’s 
Oriental Museum as a way of celebrating the Chinese New 
Year. Throughout the day, they learned all about Chinese 
culture, including: the story behind the signs of the zodiac, 
how to make shadow puppets, and even performed the 
Chinese dragon dance used in parades!   

UNIVERSITY VISITS 
In January, three form groups from Years 7 and 8 had the 
opportunity to attend Teesside University to discover what 
further education could offer them. The students were 
amazed by our initial tour of the campus and in awe 
of the state-of-the-art library, which boasted electronic, 
moving bookshelves (not unlike the magic of a Harry 
Potter staircase!). The students spent time on the impressive 
campus and commented that they were surprised by how 
many people went to university. Students prepared and 
delivered some fantastic presentations, based on the 
concept of a ‘University for 2050’.  With many groups opting 
to design universities for the moon and beyond, the 
presentations were ‘out of this world’ and everyone left feeling 
very excited for the future!

LORD GLENAMARA MEMORIAL PRIZE
Amelia’s Bryant’s parents and Ezra 
Laundy-Blair and his mum attended  the 
Lord Glenamara Memorial Prize giving 
ceremony last month at University
College London, where they had the
opportunity to go on a tour of the 
Campus and meet with the Secretary of 
State for education, The Rt Hon Damian 
Hinds MP, the family of the late Lord 
Glenamara and UCL’S Vice-Provost amongst 
other guests. Amelia and Ezra were
runners up in this prestigious competition.   
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TOM GATES COMPETITION

Phoebe Lewis won our Tom Gates competition. 
Phoebe designed an alternative book cover 
for a Tom Gates book, and won 4 free tickets 
to see Tom Gates, Live on Stage at Darlington 
Hippodrome. Well done, Phoebe! 

Year 6 children from St Bede’s, Holy Family, St Augustine’s and St Teresa’s visited 
Carmel to launch our annual Book Factor event. The children spent some 
time in the library and took part in  fun book related activities. The children 
will return in April and vote for their favourite book. All children starting 
Carmel College in September will be encouraged to read the winning book. 
There will be copies of the chosen book available to borrow from the Learning 
Resources Centre.  

BOOK FACTOR

WORLD BOOK DAY
Once again, our staff made a real effort for World Book Day. World Book Day celebrations take place all over the world to recognise 
the magical power of books. Departments chose a book and staff dressed up as characters to bring world book day alive. Throughout 
the day there was a quiz and the library ran a ‘Book in a Bottle’ competition. Students and staff received a World Book Day book 
mark, designed by Carmel staff. World Book Day tokens were given to Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 students. It was a fantastic day, 
thoroughly enjoyed by both staff and students. 

 DARLINGTON LIBRARY CONSULTATION  
Students met with Suzy Hill, Darlington’s Library and Literacy Coordinator 
to gather the views of young people about local libraries. Students 
offered insightful and extremely helpful suggestions which will be 
considered as part of the consultation process. Ideas such as a café, 
widening of doorways and computers in close proximity with the book 
stock will be considered, along with the rest of their views as the libraries 
are developed. 
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This term our students were offered a fantastic opportunity to perform alongside professional musicians at Darlington Hippodrome. 
Students composed and performed with the Royal Northern Sinfonia. This was a brilliant showcase of their ideas, musicianship and 
creativity - it was great to see the piece taken from ideas to the finished performance. Congratulations to all involved.  

ROYAL NORTHERN SINFONIA

Photo by scottakoz.com

Marvellous Medical Mavericks thrilled, educated and excited groups 
of science, health and social care and child development students 
from Years 9 -13, with a day of interactive medical workshops of 
data collection, analysis and diagnosis. Students had the exciting 
opportunity to get involved in hands on workshops where they took 
blood from ‘Handy Andy’ the fake arm; recorded and printed their own 
ECG; tried keyhole surgery; and looked inside their own body with an 
ultrasound machine! They also were able to take a picture of the inside 
of their eye and test their blood pressure and respiratory levels amongst 
other things. All had a great time, but more importantly, they were 
introduced to so many different medical careers for all levels 
and abilities. 

MEDICAL MAVERICKS
Many of our students compete in the UK Mathematical 
Trust Challenges and some high scoring students’ 
progress to compete in further rounds. A thousand 
students nationally are invited to take part in the 
British Mathematical Olympiad Round 1. We were 
delighted that Year 13 student Laura Bradby was 
awarded a Bronze Medal, which placed her within the 
top hundred nationally. Laura subsequently took part in 
Round 2 and we await those results. Additionally, Laura 
has received a conditional offer to read Mathematics at 
Trinity College, Oxford in the Autumn. Year 8 and Year 
9 students also competed in the UKMT Team Challenge 
Regional Finals at Egglescliffe School. Carmen Del-Zotto 
Ascaso and Joshua Joseph from Year 9 and Clara 
Fenlon and James Bennett Mcnulty from Year 8 
represented Carmel. After round two they were in second 
place against tough competition. Their performance 
in subsequent rounds resulted in fourth place overall. 
This is an excellent result and the team should be 
congratulated for their wonderful efforts. 

UK MATHS CHALLENGE

SUMMER SHOW
Rehearsals for the Summer Show ‘There’s Only This’ have 
started. Following the success of Hairspray in 2018, the 
production team sought a new challenge: writing an 
original Jukebox Musical.  As a result, There’s Only This 
was born. The show will compromise of music from West 
Side Story, Les Miserables and Wicked, amongst many 
others, and will showcase the talent and dedication of 
Carmel pupils. The story follows the dreams, ambitions 
and successes of an American schoolgirl’s journey to 
Broadway,  and promises to be an inspiring tale of hope 
and dedication.  The show will premiere In July this year 
and is not one to be missed. Tickets will be on sale from 
student reception.  
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YEAR 9 WIN COUNTY RUGBY PLATE 

The Year 9 rugby team beat St.Aidan’s Catholic Academy, Sunderland 40-0 and Emmanuel College, Gateshead 40-0 to win the County 
Durham Rugby Plate. The finals were played at Blaydon Rugby Club in freezing conditions. Mr Holmes and Mr Hannaford, who coach 
the team were both delighted with the boys performance. 

WATER SMART KIDS! 

Twenty-eight pupils spent a day at the Dolphin Centre 
working towards the Watersmart qualification. Instructors 
Tom Ward and Andrew Goode led the pupils through several 
practical workshops including: water safety theory, staying 
safe around open water, life support and CPR, practical 
lifesaving. The qualification is part of the Active Carmel 
project and the Carmel Swimming Club. 

CARMEL EQUESTRIAN TEAM 
RUNNERS UP IN COUNTY DRESSAGE 

Congratulations to the Carmel Equestrian Team: Aneeka Kay from 
Year 7, Poppy Carr, Sarah Wilcock and Eleanor Clulow from Year 10 
were placed 2nd in the NSEA County Challenge Dressage. Details 
of upcoming schools equestrian competitions are available on the 
NSEA website. Anyone who is interested in taking part please see 
Mrs Atherton. 

YEAR 7 GIRLS ARE SPORTSHALL 
ATHLETICS CHAMPIONS 

At the Tees Valley Sportshall Athletics Championships, 
held at Eston Sports Centre, Carmel athletes were very 
competitive winning medals in three age groups. The Year 7 
girls finished first, the Year 7 boys runners-up and the Year 
8 boys were third. The Year 8 girls came 6th out of the 10 
finalists. Carmel was the top Darlington school in all age 
groups. 

Alex Boyer  won the Under 
12 British School Modern
Biathlon Championships at 
Crystal Palace. Along with India 
Pentland winning the 
English Schools’ Cross-Country 
on Saturday, that means 
Carmel had two national 
schools  champions crowned 
recently. 

ALEX WINS NATIONAL BIATHLON

Darlington, Stockton, Middlesbrough, Hartlepool and Redcar
each held a  tournament to find their best rugby teams. 10 
teams for each age group played in the Tees Valley rugby finals 
at Redcar Rugby Club. Carmel Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 teams 
all played excellent rugby and all won their finals to be crowned 
Tees Valley Champions! Congratulations to all of the players!

CARMEL CLEAN SWEEP AT THE 
TEES VALLEY RUGBY FINALS 
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BRITISH JUNIOR OPEN 

On the 2nd of January, Year 7, Joseph Billany  
participated in the British Junior Open which 
is the most prestigious competition in junior 
squash with over 650 competitors across all 
age groups and from all corners of the world! 
Joseph played in what was a world class field 
of competitors and won one of his matches 
coming from 2-0 down to win 3-2. Although 
this was his only win he competed hard with 
a first class attitude finishing 48 out of 64 
which is a fantastic result considering it’s his 
first year at under 13 level.

CARMEL EQUESTRIAN TEAM 
RUNNERS UP IN COUNTY DRESSAGE 

EMMA AND JESSICA GET ACTIVE 
Emma Burgess and Jessica Briggs have been selected to represent the Tees Valley 
Leadership Academy at the Youth Sport Trust Girls Active Camp at Loughborough 
University in April. The camp is funded by Sport England and run in partnership 
with Women in Sport, the camp seeks to increase sport and physical activity levels 
amongst girls aged 14 - 16. The girls will participate in a series of practical sessions, 
looking at how they can become role models for other girls and inspire them to 
participate, lead and volunteer in sport. Emma and Jessica have been coaching the 
young swimmers at the Carmel Swimming Club. Congratulations to both of you! 

PRIMARY SWIMMING GALA LED BY 
CARMEL SPORTS LEADERS  
Three Darlington Primary Schools’ Swimming Gala at the Dolphin Centre were led 
by Sports Leaders from Year 9 and 10. The gala held over three days was attended 
by 24 primary schools. The leaders were used as timekeepers, team managers 
and demonstrators and were all praised by the organisers, the Dolphin centre staff 
and the primary schools. School games organiser Allison Raw said they were all an 
absolute credit to the College and a pleasure to work with. Well done to all of the 
Young Leaders! 

U13 GIRLS TOWN
FOOTBALL TEAM 
Out of 30 girls who went to trial for 
Darlington Town team last week, 4 Carmel 
girls got selected, the highest representation 
from a school in the Town. Well done to 
Olivia Bell, Lily Large and Evie Whitaker 
fom Year 8, and Grace Merrington in 
Year 7. They will then play in a County 
tournament around Easter time. 

India Pentland representing Durham won the Senior Girls race at the English
Schools’ Cross-Country Championships on Saturday. She beat off competition from 
over 300 hundred runners, on a very wet and muddy course, at Temple Newsam in 
Leeds. In a thrilling finish, she was third going up the final hill, before pulling away 
in the closing stages to win by 4 seconds. Mr Hannaford, who has been the County
Durham team manager for over 30 years, said he was delighted to finally see an 
athlete from Carmel cross the line in first place. We are all very proud of India!  

INDIA WINS ENGLISH 
SCHOOLS’ 
CROSS-
COUNTRY 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Rebecca Butterfield 
competed at the 
British Schools Judo 
competition in 
Sheffield this 
weekend and won 
a bronze medal. 
Many 
congratulations,  
Rebecca! 

JUDO
MEDAL
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Students from all year groups took part in a range of careers 
activities during PSHEE morning in January. Over 30 volunteers 
from a range of employers spent the morning with Year 11 
offering interview practice and feedback on application forms.
Employers included Wilmott Dixon, Jacobs, The Student Loan 
Company, Royal Navy and CPI. Some students in Year 
7 and 8 visited Teesside University and others had talks 
from professionals about their working life and careers. Student
ambassadors from Teesside University worked with some Year 
10 students on finance skills and a small group of Year 11 visited 
Darlington College for a taster morning. Students enjoyed the
opportunity to listen to visitors, practice skills and consider their 
next steps towards their chosen career. 

CAREER READY  

Over 400 students from Years 7, 9 and Sixth Form spent 
time as part of the BBC Bitesize Creative Careers Road Show. 
Presented by Radio and TV presenter Nick Bright the session 
celebrated the vibrant creative industry in the North East. 
Panelists included; Mark Robinson who runs TV Production 
Company Wise Owl Films whose portfolio includes ‘Come Dine 
With Me’ and work with Peter Kay and Paul O’Grady; Terry 
Costello who is the founder and MD of model agency 
Savalas Models who talent spots for Rimmel, Top Man 
and London Fashion week and Gemma Littleton who is 
a trained Opera singer and children’s TV presenter. 
The panel shared their career journeys and how 
important doing well at school is to enable you to do 
your dream job. Students asked lots of questions of
the panel and thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity
to hear about these exciting and rewarding careers. 

BBC BITESIZE

CAREERS IN THE NHS 
A fantastic time was had by several year 10 students on a recent
trip to an NHS science careers event held in Durham. Students 
were introduced to careers they hadn’t heard of and were 
inspired by the talks and interactive sessions they were involved 
in. 

UNIFROG PARENTAL ACCESS
Parents can use Unifrog; our 
online careers platform. Search 
www.unifrog.org and click ‘Been
given a form code? Sign in 
for the first time’ and complete 
details. The code needed for 
the first box is  ParentsCarmel 
and this will allow access to resources and careers
information.
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ARCHIMEDES MATHS HUB
An innovative maths initiative, which draws on expertise 
from across the world, is helping hundreds of children 
in the North of England master their numbers. Experts 
from Shanghai have been working with staff and children 
from Archimedes NE Maths Hub in an annual teacher 
exchange designed to improve numeracy.  At the Carmel
College showcase, Year 7 children from St Cuthbert’s 
Catholic High School for Boys, Newcastle, took part in a 
lesson workshop staged by Shanghai teachers Yolanda Qiao 
Yue and Chou Weiting Zhou, under the watchful gaze of 
Shanghai University professor Xingfeng Huang. 
Teachers, heads of department and heads from Darlington 
and County Durham, North Yorkshire, Teesside, Tyneside, 
Sunderland and Cumbria, along with DfE delegates, 
then took part in discussion sessions after hearing 
from English exchange teachers Nadine Ford and Dominic 
Cullen on their experiences of Shanghai.  

BBC BITESIZE
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April 2019
29 - College re-opens

May 2019
6 - Bank Holiday
14 - Year 10 Parents Evening - 4pm to 7pm
24 - College breaks for half term

June 2019
3 - College re-opens
14 - College Sports Day
17 - Years 10 and 12 End of Year Exams Begin
17 - Year 6 Information Evening
24 -  Town Sports
24-25 - 6th Form Induction
27-28 - Year 6 Induction

July 2019
1 - Year 11 Prom
15 - Sports Presentation Evening
17 - End of Year Mass

DIARY DATES

SAFEGUARDING 

Designated Safeguarding Lead  Mrs L Hunter 
Deputy  Mr D Pinnock

Advice to ensure E-Safety can be found at: 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/
parents-and-carers

As we move into the Spring term, we have Lent and Easter only a few weeks 
away, it is a time to reflect and consider just how much we should be grateful 
for.  As I look through this newsletter, as a compilation of all the amazing 
opportunities available, I am truly grateful that staff give up that precious 
commodity: time. Carmel College is a vibrant community. The learning 
moves on at a pace, Year 11 and 13 are firmly focused on their preparations 
and revision for the final exams in the summer.  We have had a wide range 
of PTA and fundraising events for Lourdes and the Peru project which have 
provided the opportunity to raise the necessary funds and enjoy ourselves 
at the same time. Staff and students have already started their rehearsals for 
the summer show. 

The Teaching School has gone from strength to strength and recently recognised again as an ‘Outstanding’ Initial Teacher Training Provider by 
Ofsted, well deserved recognition of all their hard work bringing new teachers into the profession for schools right across the region.  We have 
also recently entered into partnership with the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) to lead Educational research projects with schools right 
across the North. We are proud that we were formally recognised as a ‘World Class School’ after a series of assessments, students led a project 
to demonstrate why we ought to be a World Class school (See the video they created on our website).  This recognition is only awarded to 20
secondary schools in England each year. We are also proud that two of our students have achieved National Champion in their chosen sports, India 
Pentland (Y12) became the English School Champion for Cross Country, Alex Boyer (Y7) the National Biathlon Champion.  These are tremendous 
achievements. Our new clubs that started recently have grown in strength, Climbing Club has regular sessions across the week, the E-Sports club 
have been ‘Series 1’ winners and are in the national final and the Sailing Club has secured grant funding for two new dinghies for the coming sailing 
season after Easter.  It’s all go! Thank you to all the Parents, Carers, Governors and Directors who support Carmel in all that we do.  And finally, 
thank you to all the Staff and students for making Carmel a wonderful vibrant community with purpose and joy.

CONTACT US     01325 254525 | admin@carmel.org.uk | www.carmel.org.uk

ATTENDANCE MATTERS
Attendance below 90% is the equivalent of missing 19 days of school; 
which is nearly four weeks per year. Attendance below 80% is the 
equivalent of missing 38 days, which is nearly eight weeks per year and 
if below 90% over both Primary and Secondary school phases, that is 
equal to one full academic year missed!  Please note that penalties/fines 
may be issued for unauthorised absence including holidays taken in term 
time which have not been previously granted by the Principal, due to 
exceptional circumstances.

E-SAFETY
As ever, keeping our children safe from the potential dangers posed by 
the internet and other rapidly-developing technologies is a priority for us 
as teachers and no doubt you as parents/carers.  With this in mind, please 
feel free to access  a page on the College website which hosts various links 
to e-safety advice and guidance. About Us -> Safeguarding or directly from 
the following link: http://carmel.org.uk/about-us/e-safety/.

FAMILY SUPPORT
Families whose financial or personal situation has recently changed, 
please contact Mrs L. Hunter  should you wish to discuss in confidence 
any support that may be available. 

UNWANTED FURNITURE
The British Heart foundation are collecting unwanted furniture and 
electricals for free. This includes Suites & Lounge furniture • Tables • Beds 
& Bedroom furniture • TVs, DVDs & Hi-Fi’s • Washing machines & Fridges 
• Dishwashers • Small electrical items.  All donated items they receive are 
sold to raise vital funds towards the fight against heart disease. Call 01325 
466778 or book online at bhf.org.uk/collection. 


