
Year 7 UNIT 1 UNIT  2 UNIT  3 UNIT 4 UNIT 5 

Title: 

MUSIC, ME & MOOD 

(Baseline 

Assessment) 

VARIATIONS 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

INTO MINIMALISM 

ARRANGEMENT 

(Drunken Sailor) SOLO PERFORMING 

Context: 

Learning what music 
means to them  
-Learning how 
composers use motifs 
and themes to 
represent moods and 
tell a story. 

Learning how a theme can 
be altered and adapted to 
create a set of variations.  

Learning how rhythms are 
layered and combined in a 
community culture and how 
connections are made with 
minimalist styles.  

Learning how music can 
be changed to create a 
new style/genre. 

Learning how music is 
used to connect with an 
audience and the role of 
the virtuoso performer. 

Convention: 

Learning how different 
moods can be 
conveyed in music 
through the use of 
musical elements and 
understanding their 
effect.  
-Understanding how 
rhythms can be used to 
create a change in 
mood. 

 Learning how successful 
variations alter the 
melody, rhythms, texture 
and tonality of the theme.   

Learning how African 
drumming uses cyclic 
patterns and polyrhythms 
and how these conventions 
are also used by minimalist 
composers. 
 

Learning about sea 
shanties. Learning how 
music can be arranged to 
meet a brief. 
 

Learning how developing 
individual performing skills 
can create exciting and 
expressive musical 
performances. 

Element(s): 

Pitch, Tempo, 
Dynamics, Rhythm, 
Timbre, Texture and 
how they affect the 
mood in a piece.  

Structure: exploring the 
effects of changing the 
melody, rhythm and 
harmony within variation 
form 

Rhythm: Polyrhythms, 
syncopation  
Texture: layering of simple 
melodic and rhythmic 
material 

Pitch, Tempo, Dynamics, 
Rhythm, Timbre, Texture 
and how changing them 
can affect the mood in a 
piece. 
 
 

Pitch, Dynamics, Tempo 

Skill(s): 

Improvising: a mood 
piece with structure  
Listening: 
understanding how a 
composer uses 
elements to affect the 
mood of a piece e 
mood in a piece. 
 

Composing: a set of three 
variations on a range of 
given themes exploring 
some of the main variation 
techniques 

Performing: a polyrhythmic 
drumming piece  
Composing: creating a 
minimalist piece (using 
clapping, sticks or 
keyboards) 

  
Arranging verses of a 
given sea shanty.  Using 
the given stimuli to 
produce a new 
arrangement.  
 

 
Solo performing: preparing 
for and performing a solo 
piece   
 
 
 
 
 



Year  8 UNIT  6 UNIT 7 UNIT  8 UNIT  9 

Title: 
RAGTIME, JAZZ and 

12bar blues 

MAJOR, MINOR, 

PENTATONIC (Chinese 

New Year) 

HIP HOP MEDIA  MUSIC 

Context:  

Learning how music can 
reflect a time and place 
and learning how music 
is used to express 
personal style.  

Learn how music plays an 
important part in the culture 
of China and the tonality of 
Chinese music 

Learning how Hip-Hop music 
has developed, its influences 
and its function in society 
which expresses a musician’s 
individuality. 

Learning how music is used 
to enhance visual images in 
advertising and television 
and learning about the 
dramatic impact of film 
music.  

Convention:  

Learn how musical 
styles developed: 
Ragtime features, then 
learning how blues 
music uses triads I, IV & 
V in a 12 bar sequence, 
creating swung, 
homophonic music with 
solo improvisations to 
convey personal ideas 
and feelings. Learning 
how this extends into 
styles of jazz music with 

7
th
 chords and 

improvising. 

Learning how traditional 
Chinese music is 
constructed using 
pentatonic scales. Learn 
about traditional Chinese 
instruments and how 
pentatonic scales and 
drones are used in 
composition  

Learning how Hip-Hop music 
uses rhyming couplets, 
American dialect/slang, 
structure and simple chord 
backing to convey intense 
feelings that have been 
influenced by race, poverty, 
culture and violence.  

Learning how music has an 
impact upon advertising and 
the role of music in 
television.  
Learning how film music 
uses sound effects, 
synchronised sounds, 
background mood and 
melodic motifs to enhance 
the representation of a 
character of situation. 

Element(s):  

Pitch: blues scale related 
to chords  
Rhythm: 
syncopation/swung 
rhythms  

Tonality: constructing a  
pentatonic  composition.  
Pitch: the drone and which 
notes fit with the scale 
Timbre: Experimenting with 
different sounds 

Rhythm: rhyming couplets in 
time with a Hip-Hop beat 

How all of the elements can 
be combined in order to 
create different intended 
effects. Timbre: 

manipulating specific 
timbres for expressive 
impact 

Skill(s):  

Performing:12 bar blues 
melody & chords I,IV,V  
Composing/Improvising: 
solo melodic line within 
constraints of core 12 
bar conventions  
(harmonic and structural) 
 

Developing keyboard skills 
through performance. 
Composing using 
pentatonic scale and a 
drone 

Composing and Performing: 
Hip-Hop/Rap piece with 
appropriate lyrics and 
structure   

Performing: short media 
recital of TV/Film themes  
Composing: character motif 
or section of music with an 
identifiable mood or 
character 



Year 9  UNIT 10 UNIT  11 UNIT 12 UNIT  13 UNIT  14 UNIT  15 

Title:  
IMPROVISATION 

REGGAE 
PROGRAMME MUSIC 

(Pictures at an Exhibition) 

WHAT MAKES A GOOD 

SONG? (riffs / hooks) 
BRITPOP 

ENSEMBLE  

PERFORMING 

Context:  

Learning how 
improvisation forms the 
basis of a number of 
musical genres from 
around the world and 
how improvisation can 
be used to provide 
contrast in music. 

Learning how Reggae 
music came from Jamaica 
and how influences included 
African slave music, Cuban 
rumba and Rastafarianism  
 
 

Learning how music can have 
a deeper meaning, telling a 
story, setting a mood, 
describing a situation.  We 
will explore this through the 
most famous set of 
programme music pieces. 

Learning how popular songs 
have mass appeal across 
all age ranges.  

Learning how Britpop 
had its origins in the 
1960’s and how it 
expresses a popular 
British culture. 

Learning how the 
individual roles of 
performers come 
together in effective 
ensembles. 

Convention:  

Learning the basis of 
improvisation through 
percussive workshops. 

Learning the musical 
features of reggae (bass 
line riffs, basic chord 
progression). The use of 
call and response devices, 
riffs, off beat rhythmic and 
harmonic patterns 
 

Learning key characteristics 
of different styles of music.  
Relating this to key musical 
elements.  Develop listening 
skills to identify and describe 
the musical elements.  Use 
these features in a musical 
composition. 

Learning the features 
integral to a good song: the 
role of riffs, interaction of 
lyrics with the music, how 
the song is put together and 
the importance of a 
memorable melody.  

Learning that the key 
characteristics of Britpop 
are live instruments 
(including guitars), 
strong melodies driven 
over simple harmonies, 
vocal dialects and strong 
influences from bands 
such as The Beatles, 
The Who and The 
Smiths.  

Learning how the 
best ensembles 
develop teamwork 
and cooperation, 
leadership and 
listening to others 
in order to produce 
high quality 
performances.  

Element(s):  

Rhythm, Pulse, 
Structure, Call and 
response, Dynamics, 
Tempo, Pitch, 

Structure: call and 
response, verse / chorus 
Harmony: 4 chord tricks 
Rhythm: pulse, off beat 
rhythm patterns 
 
 

Dynamics, duration, pitch, 
tempo, timbre, structure, 
texture, instruments of the 
orchestra. 

Structure: verse, chorus, 
bridge, middle eight and 
hooks & riffs   

Texture: layering of 
simple melody above 
standard use of band 
instruments and their 
effect  
Structure: standard Brit-
pop song  

Dynamics: 
appropriate use to 
improve a 
performance  
Tempo: to produce 
quality group 
performances 

Skill(s):  

Performing in small 
groups.  Performing solo 
improvisations on 
rhythmic or tuned 
percussion. 

Performing in small groups 
and as soloists, Marley’s 
“One Love”. Development of 
keyboard, rhythmic and 
ensemble skills 
 
 

Listening and analysing set 
pieces of music.  Identifying 
key features and instruments, 
as well as intended effects.  
Composition skills. 

Performing: solo or group 
performance of a pop song- 
keyboards/vocal/guitars/indi
vidual instrument etc. 

Performing: a popular 
Brit-pop piece  

Ensemble 
performing: 
maintaining an 
individual part 
within a group 
performance 
showing balance 
and following the 
cues of a leader.   

 


