
Year 7: 
Rational 

Our aim in year 7 is to introduce a range of geographical skills to students 
with which they will be unfamiliar.  We try and focus on the local area and 
the UK as much as possible to give students a sense of place whilst also 
considering and international dimension.  Students are encouraged to think 
about their role in the global community and how to value it.  

Sept- Oct 
Settlement 

Students study settlement and location factors.  We concentrate on 
Darlington and the local area, investigating the geographical factors leading 
to the growth of our town.  We also examine how land use changes within a 
settlement so examine an urban transect which chows the changing land 
use between the CBD, inner city, suburbs and rural urban fringe.  Student 
interpret maps and satellite images as well as have discussion and 
undertaking enquiry based learning at a local scale. 

Nov- Dec 
Map Skills 

Students learn a range of different map skills.  We start by looking at a 
range of different maps and how they can help us as well as the differences 
between a map and a picture.  Students learn how height on maps is 
represented, how to read 4 and 6 figure grid references, how to interpret 
scale and direction.   

Jan- Feb 
Development focussing 
on Uganda and UK 
 

We introduce students to Africa, to start we look at the range of climates 
and landscapes and focus particularly in west Africa and Uganda.  Students 
learn the range of different ecosystems between north and south Uganda.  
They also consider what “development” means and look at indicators of 
wealth and development.  Students are asked to consider why Uganda is 
described as a less economically developed country.  They also investigate 
the role fair trade has in supporting poorer communities.  This unit really 
aims to introduce the idea of a global community and that our world is 
highly interconnected.  

March- April 
Global warming 

In this unit, we look at the differences between global warming and the 
greenhouse effect.  Students consider the potential risks associated with a 
rise in global temperatures and how this may affect the UK.  Students are 
encouraged to see themselves as agents for change in that we look at ways 
to reduce CO2 and methane emissions at a local, national and international 
scale.  

May- June 
Floods 

Following the global warming unit we consider the reasons behind and the 
effects of river flooding.  We focus on two case studies, one from the UK 
and one from Bangladesh.  Students learn the technical vocabulary 
associated with the hydrological cycle and also the different effects of 
flooding in an MEDC and an LEDC and in particular the different scale of 
flooding in LEDC’s. 

June- July 
The USA 

Students investigate the range of both human and physical factors using the 
USA as a focus.  They examine the range of different geographical features 
from the archipelago’s in Alaska to the peninsular of California.  Student 
also consider the population distribution in the USA and contrast the 
Hispanic population, which are predominately found in the South west with 
the African American population which dominate the southern states.  
Students learn the skills to produce and interpret choropleth maps.  They 
also consider some of the reasons behind international migration and some 
of the issues which arise as a result.  

 

 

 



Year 8: 
Rational 

Our aim in year 8 is to develop a range of geographical skills to students.  
We try and focus on the UK as much as possible to give students a sense of 
place whilst also considering and international dimension.  Students are 
encouraged to look at the changes processes which operate on both a 
global and local scale whether in the physical landscape or in the human 
landscape.  Students produce a piece of work based on their own research 
as part of the learning outside the classroom agenda.  

Sept- Oct 
Coasts 

Students look at the processes operating along the UK coastline, including 
erosion, transport and deposition.  They investigate how these processes 
shape the coastline, paying particular attention to the formation of caves 
arches and stacks.  They also consider how and why cliffs can suddenly 
collapse 

Nov- Dec 
The advantages and 
disadvantages of tourism 

Students consider why and how tourism has grown so rapidly over the last 
50 years.  They chart the rise of UK sea side resorts and then the responses 
to decline using the Butler Model of Tourist evolution.  Students are also 
given the opportunity to plan and execute a piece of research about 
tourism which involves creating hypotheses, presenting and interpreting 
data and evaluating the success of their fieldwork.  

Jan- Feb 
Industry in the North East 

Students begin with an introduction to the coal mining industry that used to 
be prevalent in the North east.  They investigate the effects of the closure 
of the mines with regard to the spiral of decline.  They then consider why 
large scale manufacturing located in the North east with a detailed case 
study of the Nissan factory.  This allows students to investigate the factors 
affecting location of industry and the impacts of industrial restructuring.  

March- April 
Rise and Rise of China 

In this unit, we look at some of the varied reasons for China’s growth from a 
closed Communist society to a global economic powerhouse.  Students look 
at how population and migration is affected by the surge in the number and 
scale of cities on the east coast of China, they consider the role of 
government in encouraging an export oriented economy.  Students 
investigate the Three Gorges dam and whether it has been a successful 
development or an environmentally damaging one.  

May- June 
What’s the weather like? 

We look at the reasons behind the UK’s very varied weather patterns.  
Students learn why it rains and why the west coast is generally much wetter 
than the east.  They look at the role of air masses in our weather and why a 
high pressure in the summer can lead to a heat wave yet in winter lead to 
very high heating bills, fog and frost.  

June- July 
Fantastic Places 

Students develop a greater understanding of the awe and wonder of the 
planet.  They study glacial landscapes, limestone landscapes including large 
scale cave systems and deserts.  They investigate the climate and 
landscapes of fantastic places and the different processes of weathering 
and erosion which give rise to such beautiful yet hostile places.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 9: 
Rational 

Our aim in year 7 is to introduce a range of geographical skills to students 
with which they will be unfamiliar.  We try and focus on the local area and 
the UK as much as possible to give students a sense of place whilst also 
considering and international dimension.  Students are encouraged to think 
about their role in the global community and how to value it.  

Sept- Oct 
It’s a risky world 

Students study the structure of the earth and the theory of plate tectonics 
with a real emphasis on earthquakes.  Students learn a range of key terms 
regarding earthquakes and consider the mechanisms behind them, the 
effects of them and the responses to them and how to mitigate against 
them.  Students also investigate the causes and impacts of the Japanese or 
Asian tsunami 

Nov- Dec 
Tropical rainforest 
ecosystems 

Students study the location, climate and characteristics of tropical 
rainforests as a biome.  They learn how the structure of tropical rainforests 
is different from temperate forests and the abundance of life supported by 
them.  Students investigate the reasons behind the large scale 
deforestation of areas of the Amazon and Indonesia and the local and 
global impacts of this deforestation.  They also consider more sustainable 
ways to use and protect tropical rainforests. 

Jan- Feb 
Migration and Shanty 
towns in Brazil 

Students develop their awareness of issues of migration begun in year 8 by 
studying push and pull factors in rural to urban migration.  They look at 
population distribution and learn how to explain a population distribution 
map.  Students look at the effects of large scale migration within a country 
with particular emphasis on the growth of shanty towns.  Students look at 
the conditions of shanty towns and evaluate different ways to try and 
improve them. 

March- April 
Ageing populations 

In this unit, we look at the reasons the UK and other developed countries 
have an ageing population.  Students look at the demographic transition 
model and the impact of the baby boom and why people are living so much 
longer.  Students consider different problems associated with the “ageing 
time bomb” and some possible solutions.  Students also have to consider 
the impact of an ageing population on the health service with a particular 
emphasis on dementia.  

May- June 
Food miles and issues in 
sustainability 

Here we investigate the role of food production in the UK and Kenya.  
Should food be locally produced, what are the problems associated with 
industrialisation of some farming practices, such food be imported and how 
does the agricultural sector help developing countries?  Students deepen 
their knowledge of global warming first considered in year 7 and how food 
miles can contribute to the climate change.   

June- July 
Features and processes 
in rivers  
 

Students focus on the upper course of rivers and look at the different 
processes operating within river systems.  They look at the hydrological 
cycle in depth as well as the processes of erosion and transportation which 
create and change river features.  Students learn how features such as V-
Shaped valleys and water falls and interlocking spurs are created.  

 

 


